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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable  
members of our human family – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  
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40 Days CSPGS Soars with 24hr Vigil 
By Julie Bailey, PPCFL Vice President 

As you receive this newsletter the most recent 40 
Days for Life campaign will be drawing to a close.  

This Fall 2018 Campaign has resulted in rich and 
plentiful blessings, as has been the case for each of 
the 11 years the Colorado Springs community has 
participated in 40 Days for Life under the passionate 
and capable leadership of Michele Mason.  

Inspired by the call to action from July's Leaders' 
Symposium, Michele levied a serious 24-hour 
challenge for the pro-life prayer warriors of our city.  

For the first time in 10 years, Colorado Springs' 
prayer vigil took place not just for 12 hours of each 
of the 40 days, but rather for all 24 hours. That is 
an around the-clock peaceful, prayerful presence in 
front of the Planned Parenthood abortion facility on 
Centennial between Fillmore and Garden of the Gods. 

And, in spite of the nay-saying of some cynics 
among us, almost every single one of those hours 
has been filled by at least one prayer warrior.  

In fact, Michele says, the Fall Campaign has added 
100 new participants, most of whom prayed on 
the sidewalk this fall for the first time ever. 

Particularly impressive was the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the many men who took up the 
challenge of praying during the overnight hours, 
in the cold and dark, for an end to abortion in 
Colorado Springs.  

If you are one of the prayer warriors who 
participated this year, thank you.  

If you want to be sure to receive information 
about future campaigns, please reach out to Michele 
at prolifefamilyof15@gmail.com so she can add you 
to the contact list. 

 

National Tally for Fall 2018 
176 Lives SAVED at mid-way point

Custody Battles: 1st Law to Protect 
Babies Stored in Fertility Clinics 

A 2018 Arizona law gives custody of frozen 
embryos to the spouse who wishes to help the 
embryos "develop to birth" while  at the same time 
removing all  parental responsibility – and child 
support obligations – from the partner not awarded 
custody of the embryos. 

A summary of the bill, inspired by the case of 
Ruby Torres, states: “This bill protects a parent’s right 
to his or her in vitro embryos in a divorce proceeding. 
A spouse in Ruby’s position should not lose his or her 
embryos simply because the other spouse no longer 
wants to be a parent.”  

U.S. News describes the Torres case this way:  
“Torres and her husband, John Joseph Terrell, created 
seven embryos after Torres was diagnosed with cancer 
and before she underwent chemotherapy. When the 
couple divorced some years later, they went to court to 
argue over custody of the frozen embryos. Torres 
wanted to preserve them because they were her only 
chance to have a child, and Terrell said he had no 
interest in having children with his ex-wife. 

According to LifeNews.com: “The law addresses a 
growing legal problem involving in vitro fertilization 
and the human embryos who are created and frozen 
during the process. The infertility procedure typically 
involves creating multiple embryos in the laboratory, 
and then implanting one or more in the mother’s 
womb. Others are stored for later use.” 

The Washington Post claims the Arizona law is 
“reigniting the debate over when life begins. “ 

“Conservative groups argue that frozen embryos 
aren't just tissue that people can claim ownership over, 
rather the embryos are human beings with rights of 
their own. While abortion-rights activists worry that if 
those ideas are upheld, the right to abortion could 
severely be restricted.” 

Ref: LifeNews.com, Micaiah Bilger  "New Law is First Ever to Protect 
Unborn Babies Stored in Fertility Clinics From Destruction When 

Couples Divorce"   20 Jul 2018 
Ref: U.S. News, Alexa Lardieri “Arizona Law Awards Custody of 

Embryos to Partner Who Wants Child After Divorce”    19 Jul 2019
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https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/20/new-law-is-first-ever-to-protect-unborn-babies-stored-in-fertility-clinics-from-destruction-when-couples-divorce/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/20/new-law-is-first-ever-to-protect-unborn-babies-stored-in-fertility-clinics-from-destruction-when-couples-divorce/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/20/new-law-is-first-ever-to-protect-unborn-babies-stored-in-fertility-clinics-from-destruction-when-couples-divorce/
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2018-07-19/arizona-law-awards-custody-of-embryos-to-partner-who-wants-child-after-divorce
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2018-07-19/arizona-law-awards-custody-of-embryos-to-partner-who-wants-child-after-divorce
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PPCFL Officers and Directors 

President Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President Julie Bailey  
Secretary Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer John Combs  
Newsletter  Holly Coco 
Additional Directors Ray Gentillini 
 Shannon Kelepolo 
 Mark Spengler  
 Kathy Thilenius 
 

 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 
To schedule a PPCFL Presentation 

Julie Bailey (719) 630-1999 
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 
 

We’re an All-Volunteer 
Organization 

 

Join us as a volunteer!! 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 
stories of news and inspiration on 
Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 
“member” you can still access our page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-
Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 
by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org 

The President’s Corner 
There is much we are thankful for at Pikes Peak Citizens for 

Life this Thanksgiving season. 

For example, around the nation several states have sided with 
the Trump administration’s lifting of an Obama era regulation 
forcing states to fund organizations that perform abortions. 

Arkansas, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee and Utah have 
stepped forward to defund and/or defend the defunding of 
Planned Parenthood and other abortionists. 

Another promising development has been the Trump 
administration’s appointment of pro-life Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
to the Supreme Court. His first abortion-related case has to do with 
none other than whether states can defund Planned Parenthood. 

Locally we are extremely thankful for the many volunteers 
who have been promoting the pro-life message at various venues in 
the Pikes Peak region for the summer and into fall. The booth 
volunteers at the fairs and other events have enthusiastically 
delivered the pro-life message face-to-face with the public. Roses for 
Life volunteers reached members of local churches with the pro-life 
cause. Life Chain attendees warmed up a cold, overcast day by 
giving a public witness to the importance of life. Sidewalk Advocates 
are turning some women away from the sham health care of Planned 
Parenthood to the caring health care of the local pregnancy center 
while 40 Days for Life vigil participants are praying 24/7 on the 
sidewalk for an end to abortion. 

We are also very thankful for our donors who have made 
possible our current advertising campaign which states in large 
letters (literally, on the billboards) that abortion is the overall 
number one cause of death in the United States and that we 
should vote pro-life in the election which will be finishing just as this 
newsletter makes it to your mailbox. 

Yes, we are indeed very grateful for all these efforts to build and 

encourage a culture of life!      

 

A Post-Roe Reality?  Let’s Hope So! 
The LA Times recently published a hand-wringing article 

lamenting the following: “For many women across the U.S., it’s already 
a post-Roe vs. Wade reality.”  The authors decry the fact that a 
mother’s ability to efficiently kill her child “depends on her zip code.” 

“Ninety percent of all U.S. counties lack an abortion clinic. That 
affects 39% of women from ages 15 to 44. One in five women would 
need to travel at least 43 miles to reach a clinic. Six states have just 
one abortion provider. One of those states – Kentucky – could be the 
first to have no provider…”  

Their data (from The Guttmacher Institute) points to 1,100 
abortion restrictions – one third passed between 2011 and 2017.   

Pro-Life activists and legislators have been very busy AND very 
effective in the last six years.  We say: Post-Roe Reality? Hooray!  

Reference: LA Times, By Colleen Shalby and Priya Krishnakumar 
 "For many women it’s already a post-Roe reality"  4  Sept 2018 

 

mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-na-abortion-laws-roe-wade/
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NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH 
National Adoption Day: Nov. 23 

 

30 Famous Adopted People 
 

1. Maya Angelou (poet and author) 

2. Augustus Caesar (emperor of Rome) 

3. Truman Capote (author) 

4. Kristin Chenoweth (actress) 

5. Eric Clapton (singer) 

6. President Bill Clinton 

7. Nat King Cole (singer) 

8. Bo Diddley (musician) 

9. President Gerald Ford 

10. Jamie Foxx (singer, actor) 

11. Newt Gingrich (politician) 

12. Faith Hill (singer) 

13. Scott Hamilton (professional skater) 

14. John Hancock (U.S. Founding Father) 

15. Steve Jobs (co-founder of Apple Computers) 

16. Eartha Kitt (singer, actress) 

17. John Lennon (singer) 

18. Art Linkletter (TV personality) 

19. Nelson Mandela (human rights activist) 

20. Tim McGraw (singer) 

21. Sarah McLachlan (singer) 

22. Marilyn Monroe (actress) 

23. Michael Oher (pro-football player, his life story 
       inspired The Blind Side book and movie) 

24. Edgar Allen Poe (author) 

25. Priscilla Presley (actress) 

26. First Lady Nancy Reagan 

27. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 

28. Babe Ruth (professional baseball player) 

29. Dave Thomas (founder of Wendy’s and Dave 
     Thomas Foundation for Adoption ) 

30. Leo Tolstoy (author) 
Reference: ShowHope.org  

Adoption - What a Beautiful Option  
PPCFL’s Pro-Adoption Presentation 

At Pikes Peak Citizens for Life, we take seriously our 
mission of educating our community regarding all the life 
issues. We believe that while abortion reflects the worst 
inclinations of our self-indulgent culture, in contrast, adoption 
reflects heroic virtue on many levels.  

That is why we include in our menu of offerings from our 
speakers' bureau a heartfelt and personal presentation 
about one family's adoption journey and the blessings 
resulting from the life-affirming choices this family made.  

If your group, organization, or parish might be interested 
in hosting the 'Adoption – What a Beautiful Option' 
presentation, please contact us at (719) 630-1999 or 
contact@ppcitizensforlife.org. 

 

Adopt a Love Story – Colorado Springs 
Non-Profit helps families choose adoption 

These Adopt-A-Love-Story statistics are startling: 

 Worldwide, 17 million children have lost both parents 
and live in orphanages or on the street, lacking 
fundamental physical and emotional care. 

 Out of the 6.6 million pregnancies in the United States, 
3.4 million are unintended. 

 By age 45, more than half of all American women will 
have experienced an unintended pregnancy, and three 
in 10 will have had an abortion. 

 Many families who consider adoption cannot afford the 
staggering initial costs, and the journey of adoption can 
be isolating and difficult.  

 Adoptive families need community, and they need help 
raising funds to bring their child home. 

The response of this Colorado Springs-based non-profit: 
“We help families raise funds for their adoption by telling their 
story and promoting their journey through social media”  

“[Donors] make a tax-deductible donation to Adopt a Love 
Story to benefit one of the featured families. That family then 
submits their adoption expenses to Adopt a Love Story and 
receives grants (that your donation makes possible) to offset 
their adoption expenses.” 

It’s simple really: 

1. Visit the Website: www.adoptalovestory.com  
2. Encounter families who are hoping to adopt. (There 

are currently 34 couples seeking support.)  
3. Engage in the process and Adopt a Love Story by 

sponsoring one or more families  

For additional information: info@adoptalovestory.com or 

write to P.O. Box 7222, Colorado Springs, CO 80933  

https://showhope.org/2014/03/10/30-famous-people-adopted/
mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.adoptalovestory.com/
mailto:info@adoptalovestory.com
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Now Showing Locally – Courtesy of YOU our PPCFL Supporters… 

 
  

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday: Jan 20, 2019 – Pioneer’s Museum 1:00-2:00 PM 
President Ronald Reagan issued the proclamation designating Sanctity of Human Life Day to be the closest 

Sunday to January 22 – the date in 1973 when the Supreme Court issued their fateful “Roe v. Wade” decision.  

President Reagan was a strong pro-life advocate who said that in Roe v. Wade the Supreme Court "Struck down 
our laws protecting the lives of unborn children." 

On Sunday, January 20th, Pro-Life Witnesses are invited to gather for the Citizens for Life Remembrance of 
Roe v. Wade held annually at the Colorado Springs’ Pioneers Museum, 217 South Tejon, Colorado Springs. 1:00-
2:00 pm.  Join us for hot chocolate and warm conversation.  

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 

         LifeLine 
707R North Nevada Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903    
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