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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable  
members of our human family – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 

 

Pres Trump Selects CSPGS Life Leader 
Dr. Diane Foley for Key HHS position 

Dr. Diane Foley – former President and CEO of 
Colorado Springs’ own LifeNetwork was recently 
selected by the Trump Administration to serve as the 
Assistant Secretary of Population Affairs in the Dept. 
of Health & Human Services (HHS).   

In a key position to impact life-issues, Dr. Foley’s 
new office “administers the Title X program and 
serves as the focal point to advise the Secretary for 
Health on a wide range of reproductive health topics 
including family planning, adolescent pregnancy, 
sterilization and other population issues.” 

Congressman Doug Lamborn applauded the 
announcement and released the following statement:  

“Diane Foley is absolutely the right choice for this 
strategic position. Diane has been a trusted and 
tremendous leader in our community over the years, 
advocating for women, teens, and the unborn as a 
physician and as Director of ‘Education for A Lifetime’ 
and President and CEO of Life Network.  

“She will bring a wealth of real world experience to 
the Department of Health and Human Services. Her 
leadership will be indispensable as the Trump 
Administration is rolling out new proposed rules for 
the Title X Family Planning grant program and 
continuing to find ways of promoting a culture of life 
through regulations.” 

Reference:_:https://lamborn.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx

?DocumentID=2409  

PPCFL President Interview with KRCC  
PPCFL President Matt Niedzielski was recently 

interviewed by  a reporter from KRCC - the local 
National Public Radio affiliate – regarding a report on 
“violence” in the pro-life movement.  

To read the story or listen to the news segment, 
visit: http://krcc.org/post/volatile-time-clinics-provide-

abortions 

Fighting Euthanasia / Assisted Suicide 
By Julie Bailey, PPCFL Vice President 
Our friends at the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition 

(www.epcc.ca) are reporting recent successes in the 
realm of assisted suicide and euthanasia.  

The first success was the decision of the 
American Medical Association (AMA) Ethics 
Committee to maintain the position that assisted 
suicide is unethical. However, in a disappointing 
vote at their June annual meeting, the association 
voted to continue to review, not maintain, its long-
standing opposition to physician-assisted suicide.  
For now, the opposition to assisted suicide stands.  

On the international scene, another success was 
the rejection of euthanasia by the Finnish 
parliament. The Finnish Riksdag was responding to 
a citizens’ initiative, and yet they defeated the 
euthanasia proposal by 128-60. 

Closer to home, Superior Court Judge Daniel 
Ottolia recently invalidated California’s assisted 
suicide law. Ottolia ruled it was unconstitutional 
for the legislature to pass the Assisted Suicide Act 
during a special legislative session to address 
healthcare funding shortfalls such as: services for 
the disabled and in-home health support services. 
Doctors and/or family members can, once again, 
be prosecuted for assisting a suicide in California. 

Euthanasia Prevention Coalition with Director 
Kevin Dunn produced Fatal Flaws – a film probing: 
“Are laws allowing euthanasia and assisted 
suicide leading society down a dangerous path?” 
(Our answer is of course a resounding “YES”) 

 The film was screened in the Channel Islands in 
the UK just prior to a debate and vote on assisted 
suicide. On May 18, the Guernsey parliament 
defeated a proposal to legalize assisted suicide by a 
vote of 24-14. This film is making a difference.  

PPCFL hopes to schedule screenings of this 
important film in our community very soon. 
Please watch our website for more information.  

Ref: Excerpts from Euthanasia Prevention Coalition Newsletter 
Number 197: June 2018, author Alex Schadenberg) 
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PPCFL Officers and Directors 

President Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President Julie Bailey  
Secretary Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer John Combs  
Newsletter  Holly Coco 
Additional Directors Ray Gentillini 
 Shannon Kelepolo 
 Mark Spengler  
 Kathy Thilenius 
 

 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 
To schedule a PPCFL Presentation 

Julie Bailey (719) 630-1999 
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 
 

We’re an All-Volunteer 
Organization 

 

Join us as a volunteer!! 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 
stories of news and inspiration on 
Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 
“member” you can still access our page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-
Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 
by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org 

 

The President’s Corner 

Summer and early autumn for Pikes Peak Citizens for Life are 
our busiest times of the year. 

With booths at the county fair, state fair, and other venues, as 
well as our outreach to local churches, this time of the year for 
PPCFL means we need to find many volunteers to help us put a 
personal face on the pro-life movement in our local community. 

I want to thank all of you volunteers in advance for stepping up 
into one of the most critical roles of the pro-life movement. 
While social media touts its ability to get people’s attention, 
personal contact still provides the best opportunity to enlighten 
others on the value of human life. 

However, the interaction is not just one way. Volunteers often 
hear some amazing stories in the booths and in the churches, 
stories that are worth recounting in other circumstances when we 
encounter resistance to the culture of life. 

In other words, volunteering at these events helps us deliver the 
pro-life message even more credibly in other circumstances, 
including our day-to-day life at work and with our families. 

Grassroots communication of the pro-life message is the means 
by which we rebuild the culture of life in our society. 

So, if it is at all possible for you, I encourage you to join us 
this summer and autumn at one of our events. Don’t miss a 
chance to help build a culture of life in our community!     

 

Calling Pro-Life Voices! Support Protect Life Rule 
Per Federal regulation, comments are sought for 60 days on the 

proposed Trump administration Title X rule change denying family 
planning funds to programs who promote or perform abortion. 
(Denying $60M+ in Federal tax dollars to Planned Parenthood),  

Pro-Life advocates need to  submit comments in support of the 
rule no later than July 30, 2018 at: http://www.regulations.gov OR 
to Office of the Asst. Secretary for Health, Office of Population Affairs, 
Attn: Family Planning, U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services, Hubert 
H. Humphrey Bldg. RM 716G, 200 Independence Ave. SW, 
Washington DC 20201. 

 Warning: Comments submitted will be made available to the 
public so do not include personally identifiable information (full name 
address, contact) that you do not want publicly disclosed.  

 

New PPCFL Website Coming Soon 
Stay Tuned – PPCFL is launching our new website very soon.  

We are adding some great features including photos…  an 
interactive calendar that YOU can add events to,…links and 
resources on every life issue we can think of,… current pro-life 
news,.. ways to be involved,…and of course an easy DONATE button. 

 

 

” 
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 Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 

Tracy Swiontek 

in memory of 

 

Ron Donelson 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our thanks & blessings 

  Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 
 

Joanne Niedzielski 

in memory of her husband 

 
 

David Niedzielski 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our thanks & blessings 

 

Prominent Pikes Peak “Citizen for Life” Turns 100  

By: Connie Pratt, Local Pro-Life Advocate  

When PPCFL supporter Evelyn French recently celebrated her 100th 
birthday, it was a special moment for everyone blessed to know her.   

Although I don’t remember the details of our first conversation, I’ve 
since discovered many things about Evelyn’s incredible life.   

I’ve learned about her primary vocation as the mom of her large 
family and her secondary vocation as a nurse, a calling surely coming from 
the Divine Physician Himself.  (She’s eased so many patients’ aching limbs 
and hurting hearts…and, often too, their suffering souls.)   

I’ve learned about her acts of radical charity, like spending 20+ years 
working with a totally-disabled patient deemed hopeless.  (Combining 
modern techniques, old-time therapies, and her own innovations, Evelyn 
helped her patient again walk, talk, read, and write). 

I’ve learned about Evelyn’s boldness in broaching controversy.  (She 
now shares worldwide evidence that birth-control estrogens released in 
human waste have drastically polluted our water, causing fish to change 
sex and contributing to male infertility.) 

I’ve learned about her pro-life efforts:  editing an adoption newsletter, 
praying at Planned Parenthood, writing countless articles and letters-to-
the-editor. (Evelyn has only one finger still strong enough to work her 
keyboard.  But she’s regularly at her computer, typing away.) 

With her deep faith, huge heart, and firm will, Evelyn is an 
inspirational Pro-Life Centenarian!  Happy Birthday, dear friend! 

 

Heartbeat Bill – First in Nation – Blocked by Judge 

In early May, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds signed our nation’s first 
“Heartbeat Bill” – legally protecting unborn babies 
whose beating hearts can be detected as early as six 
weeks.    

The law also makes it a Class C felony to acquire, provide, receive, 
transfer or use a fetal body part in Iowa. 

"We thank Gov. Reynolds and the leaders in the Iowa State Senate 
and House who worked tirelessly to keep hearts beating," said Janet Porter, 
President of Faith2Action, who authored the nation's first Heartbeat Bills at 
the state and federal level.   

"We call on Speaker Paul Ryan to follow Iowa's lead and call an 
immediate floor vote on the federal Heartbeat Bill (H.R. 490), now with 171 
co-sponsors--more than any pro-life bill in Congress," declared Porter.   

Planned Parenthood and ACLU of Iowa filed suit to stop the law from 
taking effect.  An Iowa judge placed an injunction to postpone enacting the 
law while the suit moves forward.  Supporters and opponents are 
preparing for an extended battle – potentially to the US Supreme court.  

Ref: Faith2Action Release, “Governor Reynolds Signs Iowa Heartbeat Bill…” 4 May 2018 
http://f2a.org/full_article.php?record=127 

Ref: npr.org “Court puts temporary stop on Iowa’s Heartbeat abortion law” 1 Jun 2018 
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/06/01/616136014/court-puts-temporary-stop-on-iowas-heartbeat-

abortion-law     

Zealous for Life:  
Evelyn French and Connie Pratt 

http://f2a.org/full_article.php?record=127
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SAVE the DATE 

 

 

 
LIFE CHAIN 2016 

Sunday October 7 
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 

 
Write this date on your calendar 
and help spread the news! 
 
PPCFL sponsors Colorado Springs 
and Monument locations. Watch 
for details in future newsletters. 
 
If you can help us with the effort 
to contact and/or organize a 
church or community group, 
please email Linda & Stephanie:  
newlifeinhim.jesus@gmail.com  
or stephanierkemp@gmail.com 

7 

LIFE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED… ASAP!  
PPCFL is hosting 25 DAYS of Pro-Life Educational Display Booths 

throughout summer 2018.   

This dedication requires dozens of faithful volunteers from the Pikes 

Peak Citizens for Life (PPCFL) and Pro-Life of Southern Colorado (PLSC)  

Please lend a hand and be a pro-life volunteer at the booth: 

 
Citadel Mall Booth (CSPGS) July 7 

El Paso County Fair (Calhan) July 14-21 

Thomas Aquinas Conference (CSPGS) Aug 1-5 

Colorado State Fair (Pueblo)   Aug 24-Sep 3 

If you can staff a 3 to 4 hour shift during any of these dates, please call 

the office, (719) 630-1999 and select the days/hours that are 

convenient for you, or email us at contact@ppcitizensforlife.org 

Volunteer…. Your presence  
could change someone’s life!  

mailto:newlifeinhim.jesus@gmail.com
mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org

