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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable members of our human family 
 – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 

Suicide: It’s All About the Money 
In a recent article in the Canadian Medical 

Association Journal, doctors Aaron Trachtenberg and 
Braden Manns discuss their recent study on the 
“Medical Assistance in Dying” in Canada.   

As Pro-life advocates have demonstrated 
repeatedly – assisted suicide isn’t really for the “good 
of the patient,” it’s all about the money.   

Using data from the Netherlands and Belgium, 
they combined mortality data for the Canadian 
population with end-of-life cost data to calculate how 
much the government “saves” when doctors help 
patients kill themselves. Their conclusion: 

“Medical assistance in dying could reduce annual 
health care spending across Canada by between $34.7 
and $138.8 million, exceeding the $1.5–$14.8 million in 
direct costs associated with its implementation.”  

This is not a new concept.  In a 1998 New England 
Journal of Medicine, article titled “What Are the 
Potential Cost Savings from Legalizing Physician-
Assisted Suicide?”  Dr. Ezkiel Emanuel (brother of 
former White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel) 
and Dr. Margaret Battin predicted that legalizing 
assisted suicide in the US would save hundreds of 
millions of dollars per year.   

“Assuming that (1) 2.7 percent of patients who die 
each year (62,000 Americans) would choose physician-
assisted suicide, (2) these patients would forgo an 
average of four weeks of life, and (3) the medical costs 
in the last month of life for each patient who dies are 
$10,118 (in 1995 dollars), we estimate that legalizing 
physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia would save 
approximately $627 million in 1995 dollars.” 

Imagine how much they think they can “save” if 
even more people die sooner…  Clearly hospitals, 
insurance companies, and government entities 
(Medicare/Medicaid) have a very powerful incentive 
for encouraging patients to kill themselves.  

Ref: CMAJ, Trachtenberg and Manns, “Cost analysis of medical 
assistance in dying in Canada” 23 Jan 2017  

Ref: NEJM, Emanuel MD and Battin PhD, “What are the Potential Cost 
Savings from Leglizing Physician-Assisted Suicide” 16 July 1998 

 “Simon’s Law” Requires Parental 
Consent for Do Not Resuscitate Order  

Would it shock you to know that Do Not 
Resuscitate orders can be placed in a child’s medical 
charts without parental knowledge or consent?  

Sheryl Crosier only found out after her infant son 
Simon had died that he had a DNR order placed in his 
medical file due to a diagnosis of Trisomy 18 – a 
survivable genetic disorder shared by former U.S. 
Senator Rick Santorum’s 8-year-old daughter Bella.  

“Simon’s oxygen saturation levels began to fall. We 
were told this is the end, nothing could be done. Simon 
drew his last breaths, I asked again what could be done 
and I was told “nothing.” 

“Later, we found out there was a Do Not Resuscitate 
(DNR) in his medical file which explains why the 
medical professionals stood around and did nothing. 

“If Simon was a healthy 3 month old it would have 
been an ER moment with people running to save my 
child. But because he was a child with chromosomal 
abnormalities, no one in the NICU did a thing.”  

This year, Kansans for Life collaborated with 
medical and disability experts for Simon’s Law - 
which requires that parents be informed orally and in 
writing, before an order for a DNR can be placed.  

Kansas Senator Pilcher Cook warned of medical 
discrimination. She cited last year’s study in which 
25%-76% of responding pediatricians said they were 
comfortable issuing DNRs unilaterally.  

Ref: RareDaily, Sharyl Crosier, “Simon’s Law: Who Decides?”  
Dec 2014  https://globalgenes.org/raredaily/simons-law-decides/  
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PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – Julie Bailey  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Ann Burger  
Development – Jack Johnston 
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 
To schedule a PPCFL Presentation 

Julie Bailey (719) 630-1999 
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 
stories of news and inspiration on 
Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 
“member” you can still access our page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-
Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 
by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org 

The President’s Corner 

Back in January, I stated that we were “establishing of a group of 
volunteers who will engage the culture and promote the value of 
life through activities directly addressing local, state, and federal 
lawmaking and policy setting.” 

Six members of this new group traveled to the state capitol on 
February 9 to attend hearings on three pro-life bills.  I testified on 
the three bills and described the outcome in last month’s newsletter. 

On February 15 five members of the group returned for hearings 
on another pro-life bill (HB17-1099 regarding the termination of 
state funding for higher education institutions that engage in 
the trafficking of aborted human body parts). 

This time two others joined me in testifying on the bill. 
Unfortunately, the bill died in the same manner as the previous pro-
life bills: a party-line vote with all the Democrats voting against it. 

Ironically, one of those who testified from our group is a 
Democrat (pro-life Democrats do exist!) who lamented that 
Democrats no longer protect the vulnerable as they once did 
many years ago. 

This testimony so impressed one of the representatives on the 
committee – local Rep. Dave Williams – that he commented on it at 
his next town hall meeting! 

So, yes, it is possible to engage the culture and promote life.  
We will continue to do so! 

       

NRTL Strongly Supports American  
Health Care Act to Repeal & Replace Obamacare 

The National Right to Life Committee has strongly urged 
congressional members to vote “yes” on the American Health Care 
Act which is designed to “repeal and replace” portions of the existing 
healthcare law, often referred to as “Obamacare”. 

The NRLC leadership laid out the reasons why the nation’s 
largest single-issue grassroots pro-life organization “strongly 
supports” the measure based on four specific provisions included in 
the American Health Care Act: 

1. Prevents federal tax credits from being used for plans that 
pay for abortions 

2. Preserves non-taxed employer-provided health plans 

3. Postpones the so-called “Cadillac Tax” 

4. Eliminates roughly 89% of federal Planned Parenthood 
funding for the next year 

 
Reference: National RTL News Today, Dave Andrusko, “National Right to Life Strongly 
Supports American Health Care Act  to repeal and replace Obamacare” 17 March 2017  

mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
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Great Pro-Life Books  
for Education and Inspiration 

The Students for Life website offers an excellent 
list  of “must-read” books to “further your pro-

life education, brush up on pro-life history or be inspired”  

40 Days for Life: Discover What God Has Done…Imagine 
What He Can Do By David Bereit, Shawn Carney, and Cindy Lambert 
– Nearly 7,000 babies have been spared from abortion; abortion 
workers have quit their jobs; abortion centers have closed.  Every 
baby, every changed heart, every closure is an amazing story. This 
book contains forty of those stories. 

Abuse of Discretion: The Inside Story of Roe v. Wade By 
Clarke D. Forsythe – Based on 20 years of research and examination 
of the papers of the Justices who voted in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. 
Bolton this a critical review of the behind-the-scenes deliberations 
that went into the Supreme Court’s abortion decisions and how the 
mistakes made by the Justices in 1971-1973 have led to the turmoil 
we see today in legislation, politics, and public health. 

Courageous: Students Abolishing Abortion in This Lifetime 
By Kristan Hawkins – tells how every day in America, pro-life 
students are ending abortion. The young people of this generation 
have survived abortion and have dedicated their lives to ending the 
greatest human rights tragedy our world has ever known.   

Hand of God: A Journey from Death to Life by The Abortion 
Doctor Who Changed His Mind  By Dr. Bernard Nathanson –In the 
most shocking revelations ever expressed in an autobiography, one 
man unveils his entire life story, detailing countless events—from 
his gruesome abortion procedures to his conversion and 
involvement in The Silent Scream.  

Pro-Life Answers to Pro-Choice Arguments By Randy Alcorn 
–Real answers to real questions about abortion appear in logical 
and concise form. The final chapter — “Fifty Ways to Help Unborn 
Babies and Their Mothers”– is worth the price of this book alone! 

Subverted: How I Helped the Sexual Revolution Hijack the 
Women’s Movement  By Sue Ellen Browder– Contraception and 
abortion were not originally part of the 1960s women’s movement. 
Sue Ellen Browder documents for the first time how it happened. 

The Ethics of Abortion: Women’s Rights, Human Life, and 
the Question of Justice By Christopher Kaczor – Appealing to 
reason rather than religious belief, this book presents (non-
theological) justifications for the conclusion that all human beings, 
including those in utero, should be respected as persons. 

Unplanned: The Dramatic True Story of a Former Planned 
Parenthood Leader’s Eye-Opening Journey across the Life Line   
Abby Johnson –  a heart-stopping personal drama of life-and-death 
encounters, a courtroom battle, and spiritual transformation -from 
both sides of the abortion clinic property line. 

Viability By Mike Fichter – A groundbreaking analysis of seven 
key fundamentals for a thriving pro-life movement that is built for 
long-term effectiveness.

Join the SFLA 
Effort: and  
“Sock it” to  

Planned Parenthood”  

Student’s for Life #SockIt2PP Campaign 

According to their annual report, 
Planned Parenthood committed 323,999 
abortions in the last year, while raking in 
more than half a billion annual taxpayer 
dollars. Enough is enough! 

That's why Students for Life of 
America (SFLA) launched the #SockIt2PP 
campaign -- to help show the tidal wave of 
public support to finally DEFUND Planned 
Parenthood. 

SFLA is gathering 323,999 baby socks, 
representing each of the precious babies 
aborted by Planned Parenthood last year.  

SFLA will deliver these baby socks to 
Congress as a symbol of the voiceless 
victims of the abortion chain, and to call 
upon our elected officials to defund 
Planned Parenthood NOW. 

Join the effort in one of three ways: 

1. Send a Sock (or donate $5 to sponsor 
one in your name) Students for Life of 
America; Attn: #SockIt2PP Campaign; P.O. 
Box 96960; Washington, DC 20090-6960 

2. Pin a Sock – Grab a safety pin and 
attach a baby sock to your purse, 
backpack, coat, shirt — get creative in 
how you choose to publicly display 
your pinned sock.   Let it be a 
conversation starter — and invite 
others to join you in calling upon 
Congress to defund the abortion chain! 

3. #SockIt2PP – take photos, use social 
media, tell your friends.  

At least 55 pro-life organizations 
nationwide are participating, including the 
American Association of Pro-Life 
Obstetricians & Gynecologists, the 
American Life League, Human Life 
International, Pro-Life Action League, and 
the Life Issues Institute.  

For more information about the 
#SockIt2PP campaign visit: 
www.studentsforlife.org.   

https://www.amazon.com/40-Days-Life-Discover-Imagine/dp/0988287021
https://www.amazon.com/40-Days-Life-Discover-Imagine/dp/0988287021
https://www.amazon.com/Abuse-Discretion-Inside-Story-Wade/dp/1594036926
https://www.amazon.com/Clarke-D.-Forsythe/e/B001QV1X8U/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Courageous-Students-Abolishing-Abortion-Lifetime/dp/1481171712/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471616187&sr=1-1&keywords=kristan+hawkins
https://www.amazon.com/Pro-Life-Answers-Pro-Choice-Arguments-Expanded/dp/1576737519/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471627476&sr=1-1&keywords=Pro-Life+Answers+to+Pro-Choice+Arguments
https://www.amazon.com/Subverted-Helped-Sexual-Revolution-Movement/dp/1586177966/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471616072&sr=1-6&keywords=helen+alvare
https://www.amazon.com/Subverted-Helped-Sexual-Revolution-Movement/dp/1586177966/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471616072&sr=1-6&keywords=helen+alvare
https://www.amazon.com/Ethics-Abortion-Question-Routledge-Bioethics/dp/041573293X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471628391&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Ethics+of+Abortion
https://www.amazon.com/Ethics-Abortion-Question-Routledge-Bioethics/dp/041573293X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1471628391&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Ethics+of+Abortion
https://www.amazon.com/40-Days-Life-Discover-Imagine/dp/0988287021
https://www.amazon.com/40-Days-Life-Discover-Imagine/dp/0988287021
http://www.lulu.com/shop/michael-a-fichter/viability/paperback/product-5651311.html
http://www.studentsforlife.org/
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Another Life Saved  
Colorado Springs’ 40 Days for Life Vigil  

Update via Colorado Springs 40 Days for Life Campaign Director Michele Mason 

It DOES make a difference when ProLifers pray and witness on the sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood.  At 
the half-way point of the current vigil, the national coordinators have recorded 171 confirmed lives saved.  This is 
the story of how an unborn child’s life was saved in Colorado Springs on Saturday, March 11, 2017.   The report is 
from one of the many eyewitnesses who were praying at the sidewalk as it happened:  

“A lady and her daughter drove into the PP parking lot… Joseph used his megaphone and told them we could help 
them. They had at least one young child with them when they went into PP. On their way out, they pulled over by the 
sidewalk to talk, and Joseph went over and talked to them.  

“The teenage daughter was pregnant.  They had planned to get "the abortion pill" according to Joseph. He gave 
them a pamphlet about what Planned Parenthood really is. He gave them his phone number and referred them to the 
Pregnancy Center on Centennial. They said they would go there.  

“They were especially concerned about getting everything they would need to 
take care of the baby. They turned left toward the pregnancy center when they 
drove away… 

“They did later call Joseph and told him they decided to keep the baby.   
Praise God!!  Please keep the family in prayer.” 

The Spring 2017 vigil continues through April 9th.  The Fall 40 Days for Life 
vigil will be held September 27 to November 5.   

To sign up to pray locally, visit www.40daysforlife.com/coloradosprings. 
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