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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable members of our human family 
 – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 

Pro-Life Leader’s Mourn Justice Scalia 
- Potential Impact to Life Issues   

The pro-life Community lost a voice and a vote for 
life with the sudden death of U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia February 13.   

Appointed by Ronald Reagan in 1986, Scalia was 
a consistent vote for strict interpretation of the 
constitution and upholding the foundational 
principles for the sanctity of human life.   

Eric Scheidler, Pro-Life Action League: “I’m most 
grateful to Justice Antonin Scalia for his defense of the 
civil rights of pro-life activists… particularly joining the 
8-1 and 8-0 majorities that reversed the judgement 
against [sidewalk counseling]. He will be sorely missed 
by those of us working to save lives on the front lines 
outside abortion clinics.” 

Kristan Hawkins, President of Students for Life: 
“This makes the 2016 election even more crucial. We 
must elect a President who puts life first, who has a 
record of fighting for the preborn… Pro-lifers must 
vote, and they must vote in record numbers.” 

Justice Scalia’s death will impact a wide range of 
cases scheduled for hearing before the Supreme 
Court this year.  In particular, the State of Texas’ right 
to regulate abortion facilities, 

“The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled against 
the abortion clinics in upholding parts of a Texas law 
requiring doctors performing abortions to have 
admitting privileges at nearby hospitals. It resulted in 
the shutdown of dozens of abortion clinics.”   

If the court is equally divided, the lower court 
opinion stands, but there will also be no “state’s 
rights” precedent set by the Supreme Court, and 
similar laws can be overturned by lower courts. 

Similarly a tied ruling in Zubik v. Burwell (with 
Priests for Life and the Little Sisters of the Poor) 
would leave in place the lower court orders requiring 
religious non-profits to provide insurance with 
contraception and abortion inducing drugs. 

 Ref: Breitbart.com Austin Ruse, “Pro-Life Leader’s …” 13/Feb/2016 
          NBCnews.com, Irin Carmon, “What Happens…” 14/Feb/2016 

Schedule a Pro-Life Presentation  
for your Group  

PPCFL offers a variety of 
prolife presentations and 
discussion forums on a wide 
variety of topics which we 
will feature in LifeLine in the 
coming months.  Life 101 is 
the first in the series.    

Each PPCFL presentation is typically 30 – 45 
minutes in duration.  Participation and questions are 
highly encouraged.  We also encourage and accept 
feedback following each presentation.   

Most of our presentations include a call to action.  
We are anxious not only to inform but also to foster 
dialogue. 

LIFE 101 
Life 101 is a PowerPoint-based presentation 

aimed at informing the audience on the basics of the 
main issues threatening the sanctity of life in our 
country.   

Its purpose is to facilitate dialogue which will 
hopefully lead to greater understanding of the 
importance of these issues within our culture.   

The issues specifically addressed are: abortion, 
stem cell research, human cloning, in vitro 
fertilization, the death penalty, euthanasia, and 
physician assisted suicide.   

The presenter encourages questions throughout 
the presentation. Although none of the issues is dealt 
with in great depth, our hope is that individuals in the 
audience will be motivated to further inform 
themselves and take appropriate actions to join in the 
battle against the culture of death we face today. 

*** 

In the coming months we will focus on additional 
presentations available through PPCFL. If you are 
looking for a way to introduce your friends and 
neighbors to pro-life topics, please contact PPCFL at 
719-630-1999.
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The President’s Corner 

As was expected, the Colorado legislature has taken up the issue 
of physician-assisted suicide (more aptly named doctor-prescribed 
death) this term. 

Bills for assisted suicide were introduced in both houses of the 
state legislature. As I write, the Senate bill has already been killed 
but the House bill has made it past its first committee. 

Such a result obviously recommends that action be taken to get 
more pro-life representatives in the state House of Representatives 
(of course, electing more pro-life Senators is also a good thing).  

In an effort to accomplish the goal of electing more pro-life 
politicians, Pikes Peak Citizens for Life is presenting in this 
newsletter the responses we received to our 2016 candidate survey 
for local county and state elected office positions. (We hope to have 
responses for the federal candidates in the next newsletter). 

Please consider the responses of the candidates when you go to 
vote at your caucus, various assemblies, and primary/general 

elections. Vote for Life!    Matt 
 

Candidate Survey Response 
As a service to voters prior to each caucus, primary, and/or 

election, Pikes Peak Citizens for Life queries candidates regarding 
their perspectives concerning the sanctity of human life.   

The ten questions we asked each candidate are listed below.  
The results are shown at right.  

Some candidates provided extensive comments as noted.  These 
can be accessed in full by calling our offices.  (719) 630-1999. 

1. Name/(Position Sought) 

2. Is the sanctity of human life a foundational (F) societal principle or simply 
    one principle among many of equal (E) importance?   F/E 

3. Will you protect human life at every stage from fertilization to natural 
    death?      Yes/No (Y/N) 

4. Will you oppose taxpayer funding of abortion and the promotion of 
    abortion?      Y/N 

5. Will you oppose efforts to legalize physician-assisted suicide/euthanasia?
       Y/N 

6. Should abortion facilities adhere to the same health regulations as any 
    other surgical medical facility?    Y/N 

7. Do you oppose the use/sale of tissues/organs from aborted babies for 
    profit/medical research/transplantation?  Y/N 

8. Should abortionists be required to have hospital admitting privileges?
       Y/N 

9. How have you advanced the pro-life cause previously, and what will you 
    do once elected? 

10. Comments  

  

PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – VACANT  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Ann Burger  
Development – Jack Johnston  
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 
 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 
 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 

stories of news and inspiration on 

Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 

“member” you can still access our page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-

Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 

by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org   

 

mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
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1. Name      Position Sought 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9. Previous Record / 10.Comments 

Tim Geitner (R) CD2 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. Attended and participated in prayer vigils 

Sherrie Gibson (R) CD2 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 4. Planned Parenthood should not receive any taxpayer dollars; 6. Abortion is a surgery and 
should fall under the same regulations; 8. Abortion is a type of surgery and with any surgery 
there could be complications that could make a hospital necessary.  9. I was previously 
employed by Colorado family Action where I had the opportunity to talk to people every day 
about life issues.  10. I believe that mothers desperately need for people to be supportive 
regardless of their decision.  We should always walk in love.  

Mark Waller (R) CD2 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 4.  5. 7. I have a proven record opposing [funding abortion, physician-assisted suicide, abortion 
tissue sales] 9. I have promoted many pieces of pro-life legislation over the years and I will 
continue fighting for life once elected.  

Javier Mazzetti (R) CD3 F Y Y Y Y Y Y No additional comments. 

Stan Vanderwerf (R) CD3 F Y Y Y Y Y ? Extensive Comments confirming #2 & #3.  #8. Not sure what you mean here…. #9. In the most 
important way.  When faced with a possible downs syndrome baby, we chose to have the baby 
and we have a beautiful high school student now.  It’s 100% unanimous.  Scientists define life 
as beginning at conception.  As El Paso County Commissioner, I will defend life for the old, the 
young, and the unborn. 

Tyler Stevens (R) CD3 * * * * * * * Did not complete survey.  Submitted: * My political philosophy is as follows: a) Every human has 
a right to life from the beginning of that person’s biological development through death.  Do not 
murder – there are no exceptions which would allow for the intentional killing of an innocent 
human life.  In rare circumstances, the mother’s life and/or the baby’s life will be in danger; 
every legitimate effort must be made to save the life of both mother and child.  b) End of life 
planning/palliative care is paramount to relieve patient suffering and to enhance quality of life 
while upholding respect for the patients’/families’ values/goals. “ 

Alex Johnson (R) CD3 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 2. Protecting the sanctity of all human life is and must be a foundational principle. 9. I have 
advanced pro-life causes in a number of different ways… supported fetal homicide bill… worked 
to pass ban on gender-selective abortions… protested the abhorrent [Planned Parenthood] 
practice of selling baby parts.  

Rodney Gehrett (R) CD3        Did not respond.  

Karen Cullen (R) CD3        Did not respond.  

Joan Lucia-Treese (R) CD4 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. I have/will continue to stand up for pro-life issues from conception to natural death. 

Longinos Gonzalez (R) CD4 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. I include pro-life discussion in my church’s religious Ed curriculum which I teach.  I have 
attended and promoted pro-life events and vigils throughout my adult life.  I will defend pro-life 
issues as an elected official.  

Scott Turner (R) CD4 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 6. & 8. While I cannot in good faith support abortion facilities, if they exist, they should be held to 
the same standards as any facility performing surgical procedures. 9. I have and will continue to 
speak out about ending taxpayer support for abortion. 

Elizabeth Rosenbaum (D) CD4 * * * * * * * Did not answer survey. Submitted: “I am prochoice and a strong advocate for Planned 
Parenthood. As a woman, I can't vote against myself or my health care.” 

Dan Nordberg (R) HD14 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. I’m 100% pro-life and have sponsored and co-sponsored several pro-life bills during my time 
in the legislature. 

Dave Williams (R) HD15 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. I’ve donated my time and money to pro-life organizations and causes.  If elected, I will 
introduce/support bills that will end abortion. 

Joshua Hosler (R) HD15 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 2.3.4.5.6.7.8. Extensive comments in support of life (details at PPCFL). 9.I have always been 
active in fight against abortion… I have volunteered/been part of rallies.  I have volunteered for 
pro-life candidates. As a single father, I chose life for my son who is God’s best blessing to me.    

Janak Joshi (R) HD16 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. I have/will be presenting bills again [regarding] crimes against unborn children. 

Larry Liston (R) HD16 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 4. I strongly oppose tax-payer funding of planned parenthood. 6. Absolutely!!! 7. Strongly 
oppose this gruesome procedure. 9. When in the legislature, I always support pro-life 
legislation. 10. I am a pro-life candidate and always have been. 

Bobby Zabel (D) HD16        Did not respond. 

Tony Exum, Sr. (D) HD17        Did not respond.  

Catherine Roupe (R) HD17        Did not respond.  

Sanford Lee (D)  HD18        Did not respond. 

Athena Roe (D) HD18        Did not respond. 

Paul Lundeen (R) HD19 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. Champion, sponsoring, cosponsoring, pro-life legislation; panelist challenging Planned 
Parenthood; Leader opposing physician-assisted suicide. 

Terri Carver (R) HD20        Did not respond. 

Lois Landgraf (R) HD21        Did not respond.  

Owen Hill (R) SD10        Did not respond 

Bob Gardner (R ) SD12 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 9. My record as a House member demonstrates my unwavering commitment to the sanctity of 
human life. My primary opponent voted “no” on HB15-1128, the Women’s Health Protection Act.  
I would have been a “Yes” vote for required licensure of abortion clinics to protect human life.  

Gordon Klingernchmitt  
(R) 

SD12 F Y Y Y Y Y Y 6. / 8. Even if they do, they should not kill children. 9. Organized ballot initiatives among pastors 
in six states. Introduced pro-life health insurance law to protect embryos. 10. Will continue to 
stand for life without compromise.  
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 Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 
 

Cleta & Herman Jasper 
 

in memory of  
 

David Niedzielski 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Our thanks & blessings 
 

  Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 
 

Josephine Bennett 
 

in memory of  
 

John Bennett 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Our thanks & blessings 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pro-Life Events in March…  

Pro-Life Prayer Hour 
Tuesday, March 9, 2016, 9:00 -10:00 a.m. 

Hour of prayer focused on life issues.  
Non-denominational. Held the last Tuesday of each month. 
Location: Every Home for Christ, 640 Chapel Hills Drive, CSPGS. 
Contact : Joel Patchen, 719-651-5335, jmejpe@q.com 

Physician-Assisted Suicide with Wesley Smith 

What “Right to Die” Laws Really Mean    
Sunday, March 20, 2016 – 2:30 p.m.  
Holy Apostles– 4925 N. Carefree Circle, CSPGS, FREE tickets at diocs.org  

Wesley Smith is a lawyer and author of a number of books including Forced 
Exit: The Slippery Slope from Assisted Suicide to Legalized Murder, and 
most recently The War on Humans. He is also a consultant for the 
International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide and a special 
consultant for the Center for Bioethics and Culture.   

40 Days of Prayer for Life & Mercy  
Each Friday till Easter, Noon to 3:00 p.m., various Colorado Springs churches. 
Prayer for the value of life, the unborn, the elderly, the infirm, the sick, the 
vulnerable, the poor, and to comfort post-abortion women, girls, and men.  
Call the Catholic Diocese of Colorado Springs for details (719) 636-2345.  

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 

         LifeLine 
707R North Nevada Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903    
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