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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable members of our human family 
 – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 

New HHS Ruling Requires Hospitals 
and Doctors to Provide Gender 

Transition and Abortion for “Equity” 

On Friday, May 13, the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) issued a new interpretation of 
the Affordable Care Act (aka Obamacare) which will 
require physicians, hospitals, and insurers to provide 
gender transition treatments and abortion or forgo 
Medicare and Medicaid payments. 

The Obama administration issued the ruling to 
“help to advance equity and reduce health 
disparities.”  It based the decision on Section 1557 
which “prohibits discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability.”    

Dr. Susan Berry reported for Breitbart News: 
“During a week of threats of the loss of federal funding 
to states and schools that do not bow down to its 
contrived gender ideology, the Obama administration 
now forces doctors and hospitals to do the same.” 

Family Research Council’s David Christensen also 
voiced concern: “Family Research Council is strongly 
opposed to the new Obamacare final rule mandating 
federally funded health care providers offer services 
that include gender transition and even abortion,”  

Dr. Jane Orient, executive director of the 
Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, 
explains that the ruling turns the traditional code of 
medical ethics on its head. 

“It appears that the government is presuming to 
dictate medical ethics, and to turn them upside down: 
Thou SHALT do whatever we say, rather than thou 
SHALT NOT do evil things, such as killing, harming, or 
lying to patients.” 

Orient said that such a rule will lead 
conscientious doctors and hospitals to stop 
accepting Medicare and Medicaid payments from 
the federal government 

Reference: Brietbart, Dr. Susan Berry “Obama Admin Rule…” 14 May 
2016, http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2016/05/14/obama-

admin-rule-forces-hospitals-doctors-accepting-federal-funds-provide-
gender-transition-services-abortions/  

Colorado Physicians have Concerns 
about Physician Assisted Death 

In February, The Colorado Medical Society 
published the results of their Member Survey 
regarding Physician Assisted Death (PAD).    

It was clear that of the 10% of physicians who 
responded, most could see a potential for harm.  

As shown in the table below, 75% of members 
shared one or more concerns with legalizing PAD 
(22% shared no concerns; 3% were not sure).  

More than one-half of CMS members (53%) are 
specifically concerned that legalizing physician 
assisted suicide could result in pressure from family; 
and 48% are concerned that such a law could lead to 
a “slippery slope” of patients opting for death.  

Pro-Life witnesses need to discuss our concerns 
about PAD with our doctors –the men and women 
who will be “on the front lines” of killing patients if 
the Colorado ballot initiative passes.  

Concerns that were expressed by Colorado 
physicians about a potential law legalizing 

physician-assisted suicide. 
% 

Pressure from family to choose death for patients who feel 
they are a burden 

53% 

Slippery slope of opting for death instead of treating suffering 48% 

Negatively affect the image of all physicians as healers and 
patient advocates 

41% 

Pressure or legal action pushing physicians who opposed 
physician-assisted suicide to participate in the system 

39% 

Financial pressures to push patients, particularly low-income 
and elderly, toward death 

38% 

Stands against the oath for MD’s/DO’s not to administer 
lethal drugs 

37% 

Not enough oversight of lethal drugs 20% 

None of these 22% 

Not sure 3% 

 
Reference: Colorado Medical Society “2016 Physician Assisted Death 
Survey” February 2-16, 2016  
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The President’s Corner 

When I heard a particular argument employed by a state 
representative on the Colorado House floor one morning, I 
knew I had to use it for my testimony on a different bill later 
in the day. 

You see, Rep. Dianne Primavera (D-33), in supporting a 
bill that would ostensibly enhance breast cancer screening, 
declared that women should not have to settle for half a 
diagnosis. 

As it turned out, Rep. Primavera was also on the 
committee that was to hear testimony on HB 1218, the 
“Women’s Reproductive Information Guarantee for 
Health and Transparency” RIGHT Act – a pro-life effort 
sponsored by Representative Lori Saine (R-63) to ensure 
“women are fully and accurately informed about their 
personal medical conditions regarding their pregnancies and 
health care options.” 

Speaking directly to Rep. Primavera, I said that women 
should not have to settle for an incomplete medical evaluation 
of their pregnancies. However, her own argument in favor of 
the breast cancer bill failed to move her to support the 
pregnancy bill. 

Rep. Primavera would likely have supported more 
information for just about any medical procedure except 
abortion. For abortion supporters, it is the abortionist who 
must be protected, not the woman. Women need to be aware 
that their well-being is not a concern of the abortion industry. 

 

  

 

 

  

PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – VACANT  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Ann Burger  
Development – Jack Johnston  
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 
 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 
 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 

stories of news and inspiration on 

Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 

“member” you can still access our page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-

Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 

by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org   

 

Once it Begins, Where does it End? 
The Netherlands 2015 Euthanasia report indicates that 

physician-assisted deaths continue to increase.  

The relatively small nation (just 16.8 million) 
experienced 5561 assisted killings in 2015 - a 289% 
increase in euthanasia deaths since 2006.  (For comparison, 
the same ratio of euthanasia to population in the US would 
translate to 105,559 physician-assisted deaths in one year!) 

There is also an increase (34-36%) in the number of 
euthanasia deaths for people with dementia and for psychiatric 
reasons.  

In January 2016, the Netherlands decided to extend 
euthanasia to people with severe dementia. Supporters are now 
lobbying the government to approve euthanasia for people who 
are healthy but “tired of living.” … Where does the killing end? 

Reference: LifeNews, Alex Schadenberg, “Shocking Report…” May 9, 2016  
http://www.lifenews.com/2016/05/09/shocking-report-shows-5561-people-were-euthanized-in-the-

netherlands-in-2015/ 
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Alex/My%20Documents/Downloads/rte-jaarverslag2015-81.pdf
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  Pikes Peak Citizens for Life – June 2016 – 3 

 Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 

Elfriede Goeben   

In memory of her husband 

Oscar Goeben 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Our thanks & blessings 

Adopt a Love Story – Fund a New Family 
By David Duguid, Content Director for AdoptaLoveStory.com 

At Adopt a Love Story we believe that adoption creates beautiful 

stories. Each story overflows with a sense of belonging that is not based 

on shared DNA, but on a deliberate, chosen love.  

Each adoption also tells the story of a birth mother, who despite all 

other circumstances or challenges, chooses to give her baby life. In doing 

so she writes a love story of her own, a story of potential and promise for 

her child. 

Adopt a Love Story empowers adoptive families to raise the needed 

funds for their adoption by harnessing the power of their community. When an adoptive family joins Adopt a Love 

Story, a support team mobilizes to help them tell their story through a personalized fundraising webpage, a 

professionally produced video, and access to a network of other adoptive families.  

While other resources do exist to help adoptive families raise funds, Adopt a Love Story offers a unique and 

innovative solution. The family works with a videography team to tell their story visually, and our editors help 

them to craft their story into a written format.  

Both the written and visual components combine to make up a family’s personalized fundraising page, where 

the community can learn more about their adoption and make a tax-deductible donation.  

Each story is different and there are tears and joy found in every love story. The common thread is that of 

deliberate, intentional love. Love stories that are written from a desire to sacrifice oneself for the life of a child that 

hasn't yet been met. 

For more information about helping fund a family’s journey to adoption, visit www.adoptalovestory.com   

 
 
 

With Your Help, We Get the Message Out:  EVERY LIFE MATTERS! 

Reminding the public of critical pro-life issues is a key element of the PPCFL mission to promote, foster, 
encourage, uphold, and support reverence and respect for human life without regard to condition, age, 
race, religion, or color, whether born or unborn.    

Our Spring Media Campaign – Defending Life for Each Generation – continues in print, TV, and radio (KKLI 
(Sunny 106.3 FM), KCCY (96.9 FM),  KRDO (AM & FM), KVOR (AM) and KKPK (The Peak FM).   
 

PPCFL billboards are now up and spreading the “good news of life” around the Pikes Peak region - 
most will be up till mid-Summer 

  

 

Also, look for our semi-annual appeal letter coming to your mailbox in the next few weeks…  

Please consider a generous response, because Every Life Matters!  

 

http://www.adoptalovestory.com/
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2016 Fair & Booth Season 
PPCFL will host our usual summer display booths: 

Citadel Mall 2nd Saturday (CSPGS) July 9 / Sept 10 

El Paso County Fair (Calhan) July 16-23 

Thomas Aquinas Conference (CSPGS) Aug 4-7 

Colorado State Fair (Pueblo)   Aug 26-Sep 5 

Daily hours vary with mostly 4-hour work shifts. 

Ideally, two people work each shift with new helpers 

partnered with experienced volunteers.  

To staff a PPCFL booth shift at any of the events 

listed, call now 719-630-1999 to let us know what 

days/hours are most convenient for you or e-mail us 

at contact@ppcitizensforlife.org 

Be a Witness for LIFE  
Volunteer!!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LIFE NETWORK  

Walk & Run for Life 
Walk or Run – Sponsor Others – Volunteer   

Life Network is a sanctity of human life ministry to: 

1. Offer hope to anyone adversely impacted by an 
unplanned pregnancy. 

2. Provide positive alternative choices to abortion 
with the specific goal of preserving the lives of 
the unborn. 

3. Heighten awareness of the sacredness of human 
life through prevention, intervention, 
restoration and education outreaches. 

4. Partner with churches and other service 
organizations to positively influence the 
spiritual and moral needs of our community. 

5. And much more!   

Support Life Network’s Walk for Life  

Saturday, June 4, 2016 at Memorial Park  

Visit www.WalkForLife.com  for more information. 

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 
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