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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable members of our human family 
 – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 

Not just in Colorado… Post-abortive 
woman murders to steal unborn baby 

Nancy Carrasco of Tijuana, Mexico decided to 
hide her abortion from her family by strangling 
23-year-old Yasmin Velazquez Thomas and 
cutting the baby from her womb. 

After the murder, Carrasco called an ambulance, 
feigning complications from a home birth. The stolen 
baby was in critical condition and remains 
hospitalized. 

Doctors quickly realized that Carrasco did not 
show any signs of having given birth and asked 
that her family retrieve the placenta from the home.  

When the family entered the room to find the 
placenta, they discovered the corpse of the victim. 
Shortly thereafter, Carrasco confessed to her crime.  
She was arrested and charged with homicide.  

Reference: LifeSiteNews, Gualberto Garcia Jones, J.D., “Post-
abortive Woman” 9 Nov 15 Post-abortive Woman  

 

Sisters Raise $12K to Take Mom  
to Suicide Clinic in Switzerland 

Tara O’Reilly and Rose Baker of West Wales, UK 
used their mother’s terminal illness to raise nearly 
$12,000 for a trip to a Swiss suicide clinic.   

Jackie Baker, 59, was diagnosed with aggressive 
motor neuron disease. The sisters used the money for 
travel expenses and suicide clinic fees.   

They stood at their mother’s bedside and 
watched her commit suicide by pushing a button 
with her foot to inject the poison into her mouth. 

It all became public when the sisters promoted a 
raunchy strip-tease suicide fund-raising party which 
was cancelled when police warned them they could 
be charged with the crime of assisting a suicide.   

According to the report, police are now seeking to 
question the sisters again. However, the sisters said 
they are staying “out of Britain for a while” as they 
“come to terms” with their mother’s death.   
Excerpt: LifeNews, Micaiah Bilger "Sisters Face Questions" 10 Nov 15. 
Reference: Daily Mail, Emma Glanfield “Last Family Photo” 9 Nov 15.  

Menstruation Proves Jahi is “Not Dead” 
Jahi McMath is a 15-year-old girl from Oakland 

California fighting for her life after undergoing 

surgery in December 2013 to have her tonsils 

removed at Children's Hospital Oakland.   

Jahi suffered massive blood loss and cardiac 

arrest after the tonsillectomy.   

Her doctors declared her “brain-dead” and 

attempted to withdraw all treatment– refusing to 

provide basic feeding tubes or a tracheotomy. 

Upon Jahi’s death, the hospital’s legal liability 

would have been immediately limited to $250,000. 

But the family insisted that she was responding, 

and refused to allow the hospital to starve or 

deprive her of air, insisting Jahi was alive as long 

as her heart continued to beat.  

Now – two years later – after countless legal 

battles, Jahi is at home with her family, and a 

neurologist has provided a professional medical 

evaluation that indeed Jahi is not dead.   

After examining Jahi, reviewing her medical 

records and videotapes of her responses, a pediatric 

neurologist has determined that she “no longer 

fulfills standard brain death criteria on account 

of her ability to specifically respond to stimuli.” 

In an unexpected twist, the neurologist also 

pointed to her continued female development as 

evidence that Jahni does not fulfill California’s 

statutory definition of death.   

“The female menstrual cycle involves hormonal 

interaction between the hypothalamus (part of the 

brain), the pituitary gland, and the ovaries. Other 

aspects of pubertal development also require 

hypothalamic function.  

Corpses do not menstruate. Neither do corpses 

undergo sexual maturation. There is no precedent 

in the medical literature of a brain dead body 

[menstruating] and [developing breasts].” 
Reference: LifeNews, Wesley Smith, “They Said …” 11 Nov 2015 
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https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/post-abortive-woman-commits-murder-to-steal-unborn-baby?utm_source=LifeSiteNews.com+Daily+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bce45a2626-LifeSiteNews_com_US_Headlines_06_19_2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0caba610ac-bce45a2626-397599773
http://www.lifenews.com/2015/11/10/sisters-face-questions-after-sending-their-mother-to-a-euthanasia-clinic-to-kill-her/
http://www.lifenews.com/2015/11/10/sisters-face-questions-after-sending-their-mother-to-a-euthanasia-clinic-to-kill-her/
http://www.lifenews.com/2015/11/11/they-said-jahi-mcmath-was-brain-dead-but-a-neurologist-examined-her-and-finds-shes-alive/
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The President’s Corner 

As the nativity scenes at Christmas remind us, children and 
pregnancy are not solely a woman’s issue.   Joseph protected Mary, 
and brought her and Jesus (in utero) to Bethlehem and was there 
with them at the manger. 

We often leave the men out when addressing the issue of 
abortion, but they are there, not only as the father of the child, 
but also as fathers, grandfathers, brothers, uncles, and friends of the 
child’s parents. 

Following the example of Joseph, men must be ready and 
willing to help women and children in our society, to lead them 
to a “manger” to receive the care and protection they need. 

As it turns out, “mangers” are readily available today. In 
Colorado Springs we have two pregnancy centers (that I know of) 
which will provide aid to women, children, and men for free (I think 
Joseph would have been envious). 

So, when God gives the gift of life, men should be ready to 
give the gift of support to women and children.  It is perhaps the 
greatest gift that we can give.   Merry Christmas! 

   Matt 

Dads Need Life-Giving Voice in Crisis Pregnancy 

How do we support fathers when they seem to have “no choice” 
in an unexpected pregnancy?  These tips are from NRL News Today:  

Legally, a father’s consent is not needed for an abortion. Only a 
mother can legally end the life of her preborn child. When the gold 
standard for fatherhood in an unexpected pregnancy is reduced 
to a vague notion of “supporting whatever decision she makes,” 
a man has surrendered his inherent gift as a protector. 

…But what can we do for dad? Just like his partner, he deserves to 
have all the information and support he needs to realize his role as a 
loving protector and provider…Practically speaking, here are three 
ways our pregnancy help organizations can play a more supportive 
role in a dad’s life: 

By establishing a men’s advocate team/programming to help 
men see their role and to develop a game plan for fatherhood. 

By including men from the start—inviting dads to come in for 
individualized options counseling with their partner. 

By encouraging, equipping and walking with dads in their 
journey to be the man they were created to be. 

… If we can fill dad’s proverbial tool belt with parenting and life skills, 
we can quite possibly break the cycle of broken fatherhood for 
generations to come. 

Reference: National Right to Life News Today, Tammy R. Shewfelt, “Dad's Need Life-
Giving Voice” 12 Nov 2015,  

PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – VACANT  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Ann Burger  
Development – Jack Johnston  
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 
 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 
 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 

stories of news and inspiration on 

Facebook.  Because it is a public page, 

even if you are not a Facebook “member” 

you can access our page. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-

Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 

by email rather than traditional mail?   

If so, then e-mail your name and address to 

contact@ppcitizensforlife.org 

http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2015/11/dads-need-a-life-giving-voice-in-crisis-pregnancies/#.VkeM179m6FM
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2015/11/dads-need-a-life-giving-voice-in-crisis-pregnancies/#.VkeM179m6FM
mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
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Memorial Gift 
Received from 

Edward Voelsing 

In Loving Memory of 

Kathleen Frances 

Voelsing 
~~~~~~~ 

Our thanks & blessings 

The Power of Prayerful Sidewalk Witnesses 

On October 26 the nearly 800 attendees at the Bishop’s Respect Life 
Dinner in Colorado Springs learned the importance of Sidewalk 
Witnesses and the power of prayer from keynote speaker Melissa 
Ohden, an abortion survivor who recently testified before the U.S. House 
Judiciary Committee.   

Melissa described the experience of unexpectedly meeting a stranger 
who had prayed in front of the facility while she struggled for life 32 
years earlier… a man who had hoped to one day meet a child spared 
from an abortion there.  She shares the same story at Melissaohden.com. 

“As I told my personal story that evening of surviving a saline infusion 
abortion attempt in 1977, in Sioux City, Iowa, of my long search for the truth 
about the abortion attempt and for my biological parents, of my 
reunification with members of my biological family and struggles with their 
acceptance of me and the abortion attempt, of my gratitude for the resource 
of adoption and the power of unconditional love, and of my joy in becoming a 
mother, myself, this man in the crowd took in every word and I couldn’t 
help but wonder about him.” 

After her presentation Melissa learned of his role in her survival.  

“While he was outside of St. Luke’s hospital in 1977, praying for the 
killing of unborn children to end, I was inside, struggling to survive the 
onslaught of a saline infusion abortion over a five day period. I struggled, 
but I survived.” 

“While he continued to pray over the years for the sanctity of life to be 
respected, I prayed for the serenity and strength to forgive my biological 
parents and come forward publicly to share my story with the world.” 

“While he gave the final prayer on April 19th, 2009, tears streaming down 
his face as he reflected on the power of prayer, so, too, were the tears 
streaming down my face as I sat in the crowd, transfixed by the awe-
inspiring revelation of the power of his prayer.” 

Sidewalk witnesses are VERY IMPORTANT.  These prayer-filled 
men and women make a difference in communities across our 
country every day… saving children, saving mothers, saving families.   

We may never know whose life is impacted when we stand as 
prayerful witnesses in front of abortion clinics… or perhaps one day 
we, too, will meet a child whose life was spared while we stood vigil! 

Melissa Ohden is a board member for the Vitae Foundation which uses 
research-based media to encourage a culture of life and collaborates with 
pregnancy centers nationwide to provide women with information about 
life-affirming options.  

Vitae also develops strategic media campaigns to optimize the results 
of internet searches, television commercials, digital advertising, billboards 
and other effective pro-life messaging tools.  

Excerpts: Melissa Ohden, 7 Jun 2009 http://melissaohden.com/articles/page/19  
Reference: http://www.vitaefoundation.org/  

“Jericho March” during 
40 Days for Life 

Ann Arbor Michigan pro-life 
volunteers included a “Jerico 
March” each Saturday as part of 
their 40 Days for Life vigil. 

The Jerico March traces its 
origin to the biblical Book of 
Joshua when the fortified walls 
surrounding the enemy “came 
tumbling down”.  

 “We don’t expect the physical 
walls of the building to crumble,” 
explained a team member, “but we 
do expect the spiritual walls to 
begin to crumble, so that 
Planned Parenthood’s chambers 
will no longer be used to destroy 
children, so that workers and 
mothers and fathers and children 
and families and communities and 
our nation can be freed from 
their deadly influence.” 

40 Days for Life organizers 
received 658 reports of “babies 
saved” by sidewalk witnesses 
who stood daily vigil at abortion 
clinics for the Fall 2015 effort.  

The next 40 Days for Life Vigil:  
Feb 10-Mar 20, 2016 

Local Contact: Michele Mason 
719-659-2097; or via internet: 

prolifefamilyof15@gmail.com or 
40daysforlife.com/coloradosprings 

Reference: David Brandao, 10 Nov 2015 
https://40daysforlife.com/2015/11/10/ann-
arbor-michigan-3/  

http://melissaohden.com/articles/page/19
http://www.vitaefoundation.org/
mailto:prolifefamilyof15@gmail.com
https://40daysforlife.com/2015/11/10/ann-arbor-michigan-3/
https://40daysforlife.com/2015/11/10/ann-arbor-michigan-3/
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PHYSICIAN ASSISTED SUICIDE 

What “Right to Die” Laws Really Mean    

Keynote Speaker: Wesley Smith  

Sunday, March 20, 2016 – 2:30 p.m.  
Holy Apostles Catholic Church – 4925 N. Carefree Circle, CSPGS 

Wesley Smith is a lawyer and author of a number of books including 
Forced Exit: The Slippery Slope from Assisted Suicide to Legalized 
Murder, and most recently The War on Humans. He is also a consultant 
for the International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide and a 
special consultant for the Center for Bioethics and Culture.   

Smith is a lawyer, author, and Senior Fellow at the Discovery Institute’s 
Center on Human Exceptionalism.   

He opposes policies allowing for assisted suicide, euthanasia, and 
abortion. He is also a noted critic of mainstream views in bioethics, 
human cloning, radical environmentalism, and the radical animal 
liberation movement, which he worries exhibits "anti-humanism".  

He is also a critic of scientocracy, "the trend to let 'the scientists' 
decide what is ethical and what our public policies should be".  

Tickets available starting January 15
th

 at www.diocs.org 
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Upcoming Events… Life Remembrance, Local March, Wesley Smith Presentation   

 
Coming January 2016 

- Sunday, January 17, 1:00 pm 

Sanctity of Life Sunday  

Join the Citizens for Life 

Remembrance of Roe v. Wade 

from 1:00-2:00 pm at the 

Pioneers Museum, 217 South 

Tejon, Colorado Springs. 

- Monday, January 18 

Rocky Mountain March for Life  

On Martin Luther King Day, join 

your fellow pro-life witnesses in 

this annual march from the local 

Planned Parenthood at the 3400 

block of Centennial Boulevard.  

 

Route and time still to be 

determined due to construction. 
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