
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Chance of Surviving 
 
     In Victoria, Canada, Robyn Benson, 32, was 
declared “brain dead” at the end of December after 
suffering a massive blood leak to her brain.  She 
was 22 weeks pregnant with her first child.   
 
     Dylan Benson, also 32, told doctors to keep his 
wife on life support and named his unborn son, Iver 
Cohen Benson.  Benson took leave from work to be 
with his wife and unborn child around the clock.   
 
     Born about 12 weeks premature on February 8, 
baby Iver requires round-the-clock medical support 
to keep him alive.   
 
    Benson blogged: “On Sunday, (February 9) we 
had to say goodbye to the strongest and most 
wonderful woman I have ever met.  I miss Robyn 
more than words can explain.  
 
     “I could not be more impressed with her 
strength, and I am so lucky to have known her.  
She will live on forever within Iver, and in my heart."  
 
     This report is in stark contrast to that of the 
Texas father who obtained a judge’s order forcing 
hospital staff to remove support from his 33-year-
old wife who had been pronounced “brain dead”  
while carrying their 22-week-old baby.  
 
     Critics of the “brain dead” criteria for establishing 
death say that the fact that a pregnant woman can 
continue nourishing a child in her womb explodes 
the whole theory. 

Excerpts:  Baklinski, Peter; “She will live on …”  LifeSiteNews, 11 Feb 14 
      

From Washington, D.C. 
 
     On January 28, 2014, I co-sponsored and voted 
for H.R. 7 the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion 
Act.  The bill passed the House with bipartisan vote 
of 227 to 188. 
 
     I remain steadfast in my commitment to protect 
the sanctity of human life, and ensuring that federal 
funds will never be used to destroy innocent life is a 
step in the right direction.                                              
                              Congressman Doug Lamborn 

 
 

The Effect of Obamacare 
 
          Because of Obamacare, the quality of many 
American’s current healthcare is declining.  Now, 
children are being denied specialty treatment by 
insurance providers on the Washington Health 
Benefits Network (the Obamacare “exchange.”) 
 
     Administrators at Seattle Children’s Hospital 
predicted this would happen; however, it is worse 
than they expected.  The hospital filed a request on 
behalf of 125 of their patients.  They got only 20 
responses, eight of which were denials. 
 
     Dr. Sandy Melzer said this comes after 
reassurances that certain unique specialty cases 
would still be covered.  “Some of the patients who 
were denied are ones who clearly would fall into 
that unique category.” 
 
     “A two-year-old with a new significant neck 
mass that was being evaluated for infection or 
malignancy, an older child with a chronic severe 
medical condition requiring multidisciplinary care 
here, a baby that had a skull abnormality.” 
 
     Children’s Hospital treated those cases anyway, 
but Dr. Melzer said they can’t afford to keep doing 
that. 
 
     Now the hospital is suing the state’s insurance 
commissioner for “failure to ensure adequate 
network coverage.” 
 
     For instance, CBS reported that four-year-old 
Kate Fink was denied coverage at the hospital for a 
ruptured eardrum because the plan her family 
purchased on the exchange didn’t include Seattle 
Children’s in its network. 
 
     For the time being, Seattle’s Children Hospital is 
paying for coverage for 200 families like the Finks, 
but those families may be on the hook for bills 
down the road. 

Excerpts:  Ertelt, S.: “Hospital Forced…” LifeNews; 10 Feb 14 
 
     Is this just the beginning?  What can we expect 
for the elderly and so many of the disabled?  [ed.]   
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     We are most blessed to 
receive both prayer and 
financial support for the love of 
Life.  Both are vitally important!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Ongoing 
Proposition… 

 

     If   you   have  e-mail,  would 
you like to receive your 
newsletter by that mode? 
 
     If so,  e-mail  your name and 
address (for positive identifi-
cation) to “join the crowd!” 
contact@ppcitizensforlife.org  

 
     If you have strong feelings 
toward promoting and 
defending Life, come be a 
vibrant, new voice for the 
voiceless. Join PPCFL. Please 
call us at 630-1999. 
  

The President’s Corner 
 
     Though many of us feel as if the last political season never ended, 
we have now come to the beginning of the next season with the 
precinct caucuses occurring the evening of March 4th. 
 
     Precinct caucuses bring us together with others who live in our 
neighborhood to discuss, among other things, how we wish to be 
represented in our local and state governments. 
 
     Delegates are chosen at these caucuses to attend county and state 
conventions with the aim of selecting candidates for political office who 
best meet the criteria decided upon at the precinct caucuses. 
 
     I urge you to attend the caucus for your precinct and to 
encourage other pro-life citizens to do the same.  If we wish to have 
pro-life representation in our government, we must be actively involved 
with the selection of our political candidates. 
 
     Many politicians say they are pro-life without meaning it.  Choose 
delegates who will go to the candidates with the question, “Will you 
actively sponsor pro-life legislation and/or ordinances and oppose 
legislation and/or ordinances which are not pro-life?” 
 
     I also encourage you to propose pro-life resolutions at your caucus. 
Such resolutions will communicate to party leaders that “we, the 
people” desire a culture of life, not death. 
       Matt 

 

“Where Will You Go?” 
 
     The following is the beginning of a Letter to the Editor from Maria 
Sachs on December 28, 1972, and reflects the concern of many 
Americans when the United States was first involved in anti-abortion 
activity in several States. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

     “Now that Governor Sharp vetoed HB 800, the bill [that] would have 
forbidden abortions in Pennsylvania, the only thought [that] enters my 
mind is:  “I weep for this Country and for you Americans” as I cry for the 
country where I was born and raised behind the Iron Curtain. 
 
     “When I came to the shores of the United States, I knelt down and 
thanked God for giving me another chance for life.  Why?  Because I 
had quite different experiences during my teens than most Americans. 
 
     “While many were watching the war on the TV screen, with full 
stomachs in comfortable, warm homes, at age sixteen, I was hunted by 
the Nazis, bombed by the American and their allies, my stomach 
rumbled from hunger and my body had visible frostbite.” 
 
     “At the age of seventeen I was already an inmate of a concentration 
camp where I witnessed every day the systematic annihilation of the 
unborn, the born, the Jewish prisoners, the old, the crippled, anyone 
who became unwanted in the Third Reich to fulfill Hitler’s dream, to 
establish his Super Race.”       To be continued in the April newsletter…                                     
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Sharing Regrets 
 
     On the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
January 22, women put a human face on the 
tragedy of abortion – not just for the babies who 
died, but for the mothers themselves. 
 
    Many women found healing and the courage to 
break their silence by attending post-abortion 
retreats or Bible studies, such as Rachel’s Vineyard 
and Forgiven and Set Free. 
 
     Leslie’s story:  “The damages of unresolved 
guilt, grief and shame played havoc on my personal 
life, but I never connected the dots.  Like most 
people who’ve experienced abortion, I tried to bury 
the emotional pain and memories deep in my soul. 
 
     “I did my best to strain forward in motherhood, 
marriage, career, and community involvement.  But 
my heart wouldn’t settle…those abortions haunted 
me…and living a lie was killing me!” 
 
     Laura’s story:  After her abortion, she thought 
“it was all over, like an eraser.  Now no one would 
know what a terrible person I was.”  She felt like 
“used goods,” tormented by depression, fear, night-
mares and thoughts of suicide.   
 
     “What was supposed to be an eraser, hadn’t 
erased anything at all; it was destroying me from 
the inside.” 
 
     Amy’s sharing:  “Women who have had 
abortions are the only people in the world who tell 
people of their sin over and over and over.  (Amy 
had two abortions soon after 1973). 
 
     “No one else holds a sign for the world to see 
saying, ‘I committed adultery,’ or ‘I stole money 
from my family,’ or ‘I lied a lot’ or ‘I cheated on my 
husband.’  Why does this happen? 
 
     “Perhaps the one reason is because these 
women, whom God has forgiven, love Him so much 
that they want to help someone else stop from 
committing the same sin.  They share their very 
heart and soul with strangers in order to save 
others.” 
 
     Women also said they feel that breaking the 
silence around abortion regret is an important part 
of showing the world the truth about how harmful 
abortion is not only to babies, but also to women. 

Excerpts:  Andersen, Kirsten; “An emptiness inside…”  
LifeSiteNews, 24 Jan 2014 

 

Haunted Forever 
 
     In 2002, “Emily” asked her friend to go with her 
to the abortuary where Emily was scheduled for an 
abortion.  Not only did the friend accompany Emily 
for her abortion, but also she was in the room when 
an ultrasound was done.   
 
     The clinic worker turned the ultrasound screen 
away from Emily and towards her friend, who was 
horrified when she could see a fully formed baby 
about eleven weeks old.   
 
     She wanted to grab Emily and run out of there.  
Believing it was too late, she sat and watched the 
ultrasound and the child moving her arms around 
and kicking in Emily’s womb. 
 
     Emily was given a picture of the ultrasound to 
sign the bottom that she had “seen” it; however, a 
big index card was taped over the picture of the 
baby. 
 
     In the years following the abortion, Emily had 
two miscarriages, and learned that the abortion had 
scarred her uterus so badly she would never carry 
a pregnancy to term. 
 
     Emily spiraled into depression and drug abuse 
and had been in and out of mental hospitals and 
rehab centers before she lost touch with her friend. 
 
     Till the day she died, Emily’s friend was haunted 
by what she had seen on the ultrasound screen. 

Excerpts:  Terzo, Sarah; “Abortionist hid Ultrasound…”  
LifeNews, 28 Jan 14 

 
Heartless, Chilling Stats 

                       
     More than just a number, each abortion is a tiny 
baby whose life is snuffed out.  The mother and 
father will never experience the joy of holding that 
baby, watching a son play on the high school 
football team or watching a daughter graduate from 
college. 
 
      Every year 1,382 million babies are killed 
      Every day 3,786 babies die; mothers cry 
      Every hour 157 abortions destroy life 
      Every minute, 2.6 babies die 

 
     Please know that abortion statistics are very 
difficult to prove – particularly, when there are very 
few or no statistics on “chemical” abortions.  Ed. 

 
 
 
 



A Miraculous Survival 
 
     In December, Owen Sheridan was born with a 
rare disorder called encephalocele, in which part of 
a baby’s skull doesn’t fully close, allowing the brain 
to come through the hole in the skull. 
 
     The doctors at the Pennsylvania hospital 
informed his parents they were unable to perform 
the surgery to remove the seven pound growth on 
Owen’s head. 
 
     Desperately searching, Kevin and Jen Sheridan 
found a surgeon at Boston Children’s Hospital 
willing to do the surgery, which took seven hours. 
 
      Many were praying for Owen whose name 
means “warrior.”  Surviving the surgery, Owen’s 
parents were able to hold him for the first time. 
 
     Dr. Mark Proctor, a neurosurgeon, said:  “… 
Owen still has a long road ahead but the fact that 
they’re able to treat him now like a normal baby is 
really gratifying.” 
 
     The CDC estimates that 375 babies are born 
with encephalocele each year in the U.S. 

Excerpts:  Martin, C.; “Baby Not Expected…” LifeNews; 20 Jan 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Days for Life - 2014 
 

     Once  again, Colorado  Springs  is  uniting   with 
cities around the world for a 
 

40 Days for Life campaign. 
 

Wednesday, March 5 – Sunday, April 13 
 

     All  who care about the loss of millions of babies’ 
lives are invited  to join in prayer  and fasting during 
these 40 days. 
 
     Please consider committing to spending some 
time in prayer each day – for the protection of the 
pre-born babies and their mothers.  
 
     Pray for the release from bondage of all those 
who have given their lives to works of death and 
destruction. 
 
     Also, If possible, commit to a special time of 
public witness and prayer each week outside 
Planned Parenthood at 3480 Centennial Blvd.  
 
     To sign up, contact:  Chairperson Michele 
Mason (719) 659-2097 or go to  

www.40daysforlife.com/coloradosprings        
 

       


