
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assisted Suicide is Not a Right; 

It’s a Wrong 
 
     Published in the New York Times, 4 Nov 12, the 
following letter was supportive of Ben Mattlin’s NYT 
column on October 31, 2012. 
 
     “Ben Mattlin (‘Suicide by Choice?  Not So Fast”) 
shows so well that people who are disabled or frail 
do not have to choose death to become dignified; 
they already are [dignified]. 
 
     “My job as a physician is to ensure that people 
can see their inherent dignity reflected in the way 
they are cared for. 
 
     “The “right to die” is just a slogan [tactic].  No 
right to suicide can be found in any social compact. 
 
     “People do have a right to expect that their 
doctors will be well trained in pain management, 
skilled in communication and in counseling them 
though the most difficult times in life. 
 
     “And we have a right to expect that Medicare 
and insurance companies will not force us to give 
up effective treatments for our medical conditions in 
order to receive hospice care for our comfort and 
our families’ support. 
 
     “Physician-assisted suicide is not a right.  
It’s a wrong.”            Ira Byock, College Station, Tx 
 
      Ira Byock is a physician specializing in palliative 
care; currently the Director of Palliative Medicine at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

     Ben Mattlin is a freelance journalist and the 
author of “Miracle Boy Grows Up:  How the 
Disability Rights Revolution Saved My Sanity.” 
 
     Born with spinal muscular atrophy, Mattlin’s 
survival was not expected.  Today, at nearly 50, he 
is a husband, father, journalist and author.  Even 
though he is more fragile now than he was in 
infancy, he opposes assisted suicide. 

Excerpts from:  “Suicide by Choice?  Not so Fast” 

Money Talks –  
or Does It Scream?? 

 
     Planned Parenthood’s two super PACs spent 
over $15 million dollars on our recent election. 
 
     Almost $2 million was used for ads in support of 
President Obama; while four-times that amount – 
more than $8 million – paid for negative ads 
against Mitt Romney because of his promise to 
defund PP. 
 
     The anti-Romney ads branded him as “anti-
women’s health” and a leader in the “war on 
women,” hammering that message repeatedly over 
every media outlet. 
 
     In the final four days, the PP Action Fund and 
local PP advocacy organizations canvassed 
neighborhoods in 22 states, knocking on over 
100,000 doors, and made more than 845,000 
phone calls in 24 states. 
 
     Over 2,000 volunteers in the key states of 
Virginia, Ohio, Montana, Colorado, New Hampshire 
and Pennsylvania worked on behalf of candidates 
who support Planned Parenthood. 
 
     PP Federation of America president, Cecile 
Richards, who became a full-time volunteer for 
President Obama, announced that: 
 
     “This      election    sends   a    powerful  and 
unmistakable message to members of 
Congress and state legislatures all around the 
country that… 
 
     …the American people do not want 
politicians to meddle in our personal medical 
decisions, and that politicians demean and 
dismiss women at their own peril.” 

Excerpts:  “PP spent $15 million…”; Dasteel, Johanna,  
LifeSiteNews, 8 Nov 2012 

 
      Now we know that money really does talk, no 
matter the source, particularly when it is our 
personal taxes.  So much for all the prolife women 
in our nation!  [ed]  
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The President’s Corner 
 
      The cause of Life did not fare well in our recent election.  It is dis-
couraging, indeed appalling, to discover that our fellow Americans, and 
even our Colorado neighbors, have embraced a culture of death. 
 
     Some justified voting for Obama, the most anti-life president the 
United States has ever had, by asserting that his administration is more 
socially just than any alternative.  However, killing our children will 
never advance social justice.  In fact, abortion makes social justice 
impossible. 
 
     All is not lost, though.  Dark periods have been encountered before 
in history.  In 1939, when the Nazis appeared unstoppable, Pope Pius 
XII stated:  “The moment comes when the inevitable law triumphs.” 
 
     While you may not be Catholic, or even care about the papacy, Pius 
was simply stating, when evidence seemed to contradict him, that truth 
always prevails.  And it did.  Hence, the culture of Life will inevitably 
triumph over the culture of death. 
       Matt 
 

“It’s My Baby, Too.” 
 
     Three young people went into the abortion center: a man, his girl 
friend and a female friend.  He came out; stared at the signs the prayer 
volunteers were holding and told his story. 
 
     His girlfriend already has a child and wanted an abortion unless she 
was past 14 weeks.  She and her friend were angry at him for not 
supporting the abortion. 
 
     The volunteers showed him fetal models.  The friend came out, got 
into her car and drove off, leaving the young man stranded at the 
abortion center.  He went inside again, where he learned that his 
girlfriend was nine weeks pregnant and having the abortion. 
 
     Coming out again, he “fell to his knees, dropped his cell phone and 
cigarette, and cried so many tears that they wet the sidewalk.”  He kept 
repeating:  “It’s my baby, too!” 
 
     The young man was offered emotional support and guidance, along 
with financial assistance and a ride back home.  Volunteers asked for 
prayers that “God would somehow turn this tragedy into repentance 
and a future that would glorify His name.” 

40 Days for Life, Glendale, CA; 18 Oct 2012 
 

Melissa Ohden & the Ripple Effect 
 
     Melissa, the survivor of a failed saline infusion abortion in 1977,   
gave a powerful talk recently at a pro-life dinner, telling how abortion 
devastates relationships, wounds people, divides families, and kills. 
 
     She spoke of the devastating ripple effect abortion has on multiple 
generations of families.  With well over 55 million families affected by 
abortion in the U.S., the ripple effect on our nation is incomprehensible.  
The work we do can help end that ripple effect, one life at a time. 

    Excerpts:  Mia Reini, Life Devotions, 15 Nov 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You All! 
 
     We are most appreciative of 
you who shared – and continue 
to share – your “treasure” with 
us!  God bless you all! 

 
We Need Your Help 
 
     Now we are looking for you 
who might consider giving us 
some of your time and talent. 
  
     PPCFL will continue to stand 
firm in support of Life.  Are you 
being “called” to work for Life?  
 
     Are you website “savvy?”  
Are you a computer “geek?”  
Are you a writer, a blogger, a 
speaker? 
 
     How about staffing our office 
one morning or afternoon 
during the week on a regular 
basis?   
 
     Join us at our monthly 
meeting, the 2nd Monday night.   
 
      Sit down with us; find out 
what fits for you.  We look 
forward to meeting with you.   
 
     Contact us via phone – 630-
1999, or e-mail us at: 
contact@ppcitizensforlife.org  

PPCFL Officers & Advisors 
 

President – Matt Niedzielski 
Vice President – Lynne Gilsdorf 
Secy – Bernadette Johnston 
Treasurer – John Combs 
At-Large – Ann Burger 
 

Development – Jack Johnston 
Advertising – Aaron Maravilla 
Newsletter – Cleta Jasper 
 

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 
707R N Nevada 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
Ph – 630-1999; Fax – 630-8880 

e-mail: 
contact@ppcitizensforlife.org  

web – www.ppcitizensforlife.org 



Parents Beware! 
 
     Does your teenage daughter or granddaughter 
have a mobile phone?   Or your teenage son or 
grandson?  Do keep abreast of how or for what 
they may be using that phone. 
 
     In 2010, (Colorado’s own) Planned Parenthood 
of the Rocky Mountains (PPRM) piloted a texting 
program called, “In Case You’re Curious.” 
 
     The program promises to answer any question 
related to sexual health within 24 hours – in 160 
characters or less. 
 
     With administrative plans to expand the program 
geographically, 100 to 600 questions are fielded 
each month.   
 
     They’re dispensing classic Planned Parentood 
advice for avoiding sexually transmitted diseases 
(use a condom) and avoiding pregnancy when 
condoms fail (get “emergency” contraceptive Plan 
B). 
 
     In the first year, 4650 Q-and-A conversations by 
text messages took place, in addition to about 
28,000 conversations in computer chat format.   
 
     The most common topics were abortion, emer-
gency contraception, and pregnancy testing. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
     In 2009, the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention 
Campaign of North Carolina launched a text 
message program called BrdsNBz, targeting youth 
between the ages of 14 and 19. 
 
      That campaign has been expanded to Texas, 
South Carolina, and Maryland.  A study of 1,351 
text messages showed the most common ques-
tions were about sexual acts. 
 
     “Health educators” offer “non-judgmental” 
advice and information about dating, puberty, 
anatomy, slang terms, and birth control. 
 
     Coming between teens and their parents pose 
no problem for BrdNBz, which advertises that: 
 
     “We can answer questions that are sometimes 
tough for teens to ask parents.” 

Excerpts:  Devine, Daniel; “Text intrusion”; World, 22 Sept 12 
 

A special message to the prolife community: 
 

"Never, never, never, never, never, never, never, 
never, never give up."   Winston Churchill's shortest 
and most memorable speech during World War I 

Exposing Planned Parenthood 
  
     Over the past several years, it seems that our 
country’s largest abortion provider has also been 
running one of the country’s biggest scams:  a 
Medicaid racket that has ripped off millions of 
taxpayer dollars. 
 
     Thanks to Abby Johnson, former Planned 
Parenthood director in southeast Texas, who has 
brought suit against PP, the first case will be heard 
in U.S. District Court within the week. [Nov. 2012] 
 
     With the help of Alliance Defending Freedom 
(ADF), she plans to expose at least 87,000 
occurrences of fraud during her time as clinic 
manager. 
 
     Johnson says her bosses at Planned Parent-
hood-Gulf Coast were under so much financial 
pressure that they would repeatedly tell the staff:  
“We must turn every call and visit into a revenue-
generating client.” 
 
     PP routinely submitted ineligible claims on 
everything from pap smears to STD and pregnancy 
tests.   
 
     A ring of at least ten clinics were falsifying 
patient charts, which they would “fix” and “cover up” 
before auditors and inspectors came. 
 
     According to Johnson “…everyone can agree 
that Planned Parenthood should play by the same 
rules as everyone else.  It certainly isn’t entitled to 
any public funds, especially if [they] are defrauding 
Medicaid and the American taxpayer!”  
 
     In states like Iowa, the plot was so sophisticated 
that abortion centers were getting reimbursement 
checks for $26.32, paying for a $2.98 package of 
birth control pills. 
 
     28 million dollars has been “stolen” in Iowa; $6 
million in Texas and $180 million in California with 
similar allegations in the states of New York, New 
Jersey and Illinois. 
 
      Incredibly, PP is suspected of not just fraud, but 
also criminal cover-ups, falsifying medical inform-
ation, violating safety standards, encouraging 
prostitution and sex trafficking, medical malpractice, 
and sex-selection abortion within their “clinics.” 
 
     We look forward to keeping you updated on the 
lawsuits.               Excerpts:  Family Research Council, 15 Nov 12   



A Path of Healing 
 
     For almost 20 years, the Society of Centurions 
has existed under the leadership of Dr. Philip Ney, 
a Canadian psychiatrist. 
 
     The Society provides fellowship for those who 
have used their professional skills to abort babies in 
the past but now no longer do so. 
 
     Like the Centurion, who assisted in the death of 
Jesus, repented and declared, “Surely, this was an 
innocent man;” so the Centurions of today, having 
taken the lives of unborn children, have repented 
and declared, “Surely, these were innocent lives.” 
 
     These individuals need healing and a helping 
hand to walk the difficult path of re-humanizing the 
children they killed by re-humanizing themselves. 
 
     The Society of Centurions provides this path to 
healing through powerful seminars that gather and 
guide such former abortion providers.   
 
     Those who know anyone who may benefit from 
the Centurions are invited to contact Priests for 
Life.                     www.priestsforlife.org/centurions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Days for Life Finale 
 
     The initial shock of the election results 
has finally sunk in for many of us.  As you know, 
our current and newly re-elected president is the 
most pro-abortion president in the history of our 
country.   
 
     This is a major defeat for preborn babies, their 
mothers and fathers, and our whole society, but we 
must not despair.   
 
     While this battle has been lost, God is the 
ultimate victor.   
 
     More than ever, we must continue to pray with 
passion and zeal and trust Him.  Join a Bible study 
or prayer group.  Pray for our country.  Pray that 
our leaders turn to God.  Pray for other countries 
going through similar troubles.  Pray for all prolife 
warriors. 
 
     Go out to the PP abortion center [beside 
Centennial Blvd.] to pray.  Babies are still being 
killed during the non-40 day times.  If you need to 
be around others for support, go on Thursday or 
Friday mornings from 9-12, when the sidewalk 
counselors are there. 
    40 Days for Life Coordinator in Colorado Springs, Michele Mason 
 


