
  Pikes Peak Citizens for Life – June 2018 – 1 

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable  
members of our human family – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  
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Pikes Peak Locals Witness 
Third Anniversary of PP Scandal  

By Kathy Thilenius, PPCFL Board Member  

The third annual National Day of Prayer and 
Protest Against Planned Parenthood took place 
Saturday, April 28 at hundreds of locations across the 
country, drawing thousands of witnesses for life.  

The first nationwide Planned Parenthood Protest, 
#ProtestPP in 2015 began as a coordinated public 
protest by a coalition of state and national pro-life 
groups in response to PP selling pieces of the 
bodies of aborted children. This year’s protest 
comes on the heels of PP’s announcement to push for 
new pro-abortion initiatives in all 50 states.  

Local pro-life advocate Lily Wright heard about 
the protest and volunteered to lead a local event in 
conjunction with the National Pro-Life Action League.  

Our local protest was held on Centennial Blvd. 
across from the only PP abortion facility in Colorado 
Springs. When participants showed up there were 
stacks of signs that Lily had made specifically for the 
event. Signs said: ‘Defund Planned Parenthood’, 
‘Mom’s for Life’ and ‘Dad’s for Life’ along with 
personal signage and ’40 Days for Life’ signs.  

In all 25 participants silently witnessed from 9am 
to 11am. Concerns were represented by pro-lifers of 
many faiths. Among them were Deacon Jim Bachta, 
Assistant Director of the Respect Life Apostolate, a 
gentleman who drove down from Parker, two women 
representing the Susan B. Anthony List, and a couple 
who heard about the protest through Students for 
Life, and many active pro-life advocates including our 
own Bernadette & Jack Johnston. 

Many thanks to Lily and all those who took time 
out of their Saturday morning to stand for life! 

PPCFL Welcomes Booth Season  
with New “Uniform” for Life 

Booth volunteers will have a 
new “tool” to improve their visual 
communication and bring an air of 
professionalism to our pro-life 
efforts at the summer fairs and 
other booth events. 

PPCFL Board Member Kathy 
Thilenius has donated four 
professionally embroidered 
aprons that will travel with the 
booth and can be used as a 

“uniform” for volunteers.  Kathy’s daughter Sarah 
designed the new PPCFL logo which will feature 
prominently on the aprons. 

“The aprons will give us much more flexibility in 
our communication efforts – especially at the fairs, 
explains Julie Bailey PPCFL Vice President. 
“Volunteers will be able to step beyond the booth 
to reach the public.  The apron pockets can hold 
pamphlets, baby models, or colorful stickers which 
can be handed out to passersby in order to actively 
draw people in to see our prolife displays.” 

2018 STATE and COUNTY FAIR  
Volunteers Needed 

PPCFL will host our usual summer display booths: 

Citadel Mall Booth (CSPGS) July 7 

El Paso County Fair (Calhan) July 14-21 

Thomas Aquinas Conference (CSPGS) Aug 1-5 

Colorado State Fair (Pueblo)   Aug 24-Sep 3 

Don’t worry if you don’t have experience.  New 

recruits are paired with experienced booth 

volunteers who “know the ropes”.  

To volunteer to help with a PPCFL booth – and 

spread the good news of LIFE, call  (719) 630-1999 

or e-mail contact@ppcitizensforlife.org. 
 

JUNE 2018 



  Pikes Peak Citizens for Life – June 2018 – 2 

 

  
  

PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – Julie Bailey  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Mark Spengler  
At-Large – Kathy Thilenius 
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 
To schedule a PPCFL Presentation 

Julie Bailey (719) 630-1999 
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 
stories of news and inspiration on 
Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 
“member” you can still access our page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-
Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 
by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org 

The President’s Corner 
Recently I became familiar with a National Abortion Federation 

(NAF) statistics report after I was asked by a local reporter to 
comment on it. 

The “2017 Violence and Disruption Statistics” report states in its 
first paragraph that for 2017, abortion centers faced “an escalation 
of hostility and targeted activity” which the report attributes to 
“anti-abortion extremists feeling emboldened by the current political 
environment.” 

Interestingly, the second paragraph notes “[t]here were again 
no acts of extreme violence, with no murders or attempted 
murders,” and also that the NAF “recorded a decrease in 
burglary, vandalism, and general online hate speech.” 

So what escalated? “[A] significant increase in activities aimed at 
disrupting services, intimidating providers and patients, and 
preventing women from obtaining the health care they need.” 

Looking closer at their statistics, by far the largest component of 
what they call “disruption” is the activity they label “picketing.” We 
call this same activity pro-life witness, and we do it to direct 
women away from the sham health care of an abortion center 
and to the true health care of a pregnancy center. 

Of course the report ignored the greatest category of violence, 
the killing of children and occasionally women that occurs in the 
abortion centers. It also failed to note that those “picketers” were 
actually reducing this violence by convincing at least a few women to 
go elsewhere for help. 

So, we need to keep increasing those “picketing” numbers! 

Additionally, we can help by supporting the effort to pass 
the “Life at Conception Act” described further in this newsletter. 

The NAF reveals we are making a difference. Let’s keep it up!  
     

      

Brain Dead? NOT! 
Boy Wakes after Parents Sign Organ Donation Papers 

After being pronounced “brain dead”, 13-year-old Trenton 
McKinley’s parents agreed to donate his organs.  Trenton’s mother, 
Jennifer Reindel explained: “They said the next time his heart stopped 
they had to let him die….this was a [Saturday]….or I could sign a paper 
to donate his organs to save five other kids….and they would keep 
hitting him with adrenaline till monday….so I signed it,”   

However, McKinley began showing signs of brain activity just 
one day before doctors were set to take him off life support.  Now he 
is very much alive!   

Trenton has had three brain surgeries and continues to make 
progress as he recovers at home. 

Reference: People.Com Stephanie Petit, “'Miracle' Boy, 13, Who Was Apparently 
Brain Dead Wakes After Parents Sign Organ Donation Papers”  06 May 2018   
 http://people.com/human-interest/boy-wakes-after-parents-sign-organ-donation-papers/  

mailto:contact@ppcitizensforlife.org
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788
http://www.ppcitizensforlife.org/
http://people.com/human-interest/boy-wakes-after-parents-sign-organ-donation-papers/
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Trump Title X Regulation Changes 
Deny $60M to Planned Parenthood  

Each year, the U.S. government spends nearly 
$260 M for Title X funding of family planning services 
for low-income individuals.  For nearly three decades, 
Planned Parenthood’s Title X income has been huge -  
as much as $50-$60 million annually! 

Under the Trump Administration’s new “Protect 
Life Rule,” abortion businesses cannot receive the tax 
dollars unless they completely separate their abortion 
business from their taxpayer-funded services.   

“This proposal does not necessarily defund Planned 
Parenthood, as long as they’re willing to disentangle 
taxpayer funds from abortion as a method of family 
planning, which is required by the Title X law,” a 
Trump administration official said. “Any grantees that 
perform, support, or refer for abortion have a choice – 
disentangle themselves from abortion or fund their 
activities with privately raised funds.” 

Susan B. Anthony List President Marjorie 

Dannenfelser supports the rule change:  “We thank 

President Trump for taking action to disentangle 

taxpayers from the abortion business,” 

Dannenfelser said “…The Protect Life Rule doesn’t 

cut a single dime from family planning. It instead 

directs tax dollars to Title X centers that do not 

promote or perform abortions …” 

Planned Parenthood is threatening a lawsuit to 
stop the defunding. However, the proposal is modeled 
after similar Reagan administration rules that the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld in Rust v. Sullivan in 1991. 

The Trump administration has cut several other 
streams of funding abortion.  Soon after taking office, 
he reinstated the Mexico City Policy to prevent U.S. 
dollars funding abortion overseas.  

The Trump administration also cut millions of 
dollars in grants to Planned Parenthood by defunding 
the failed Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program.  PP 
recently filed a lawsuit challenging the TPPP cuts. 

Reference: 

LifeNews.Com,  

Micaiah Bilger, “President 

Donald Trump Defunds 

Planned Parenthood, Will 

Cut Almost $60 Million in 

Taxpayer Funding“  

18 May 2018 

   

 

http://www.lifenews.com/2018/05/18/president-donald-trump-defunds-

planned-parenthood-will-cut-almost-60-million-in-taxpayer-funding/   

Seeking 1 Million Signatures for 
Life at Conception Act 

Senator Rand Paul and the National Pro-Life 
Alliance are hoping One Million Pro-Life American 
Voters will lend their support to the “Life at 
Conception Act” – which they believe has a better 
chance of passage this year -  than at any time in the 
past four decades! 

Let your Senators and Congressman know that 

YOU support full protection for the unborn and 

that they must stand for life in Washington! 

Contact your leaders directly, or sign the petition at: 
http://nationalprolifealliance.com/rlacys_petition.aspx  

Whereas:   
 Because of Roe v. Wade, more than 56 million unborn 

children have died through abortion; and  

 In Roe v. Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court declared it 

could not resolve "the difficult question of when life 

begins" – and on the basis of this unresolved question, 

declared a new "right to abortion" based on a "right of 

privacy"; and 

 The 14th Amendment to the Constitution states: "nor 

shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty or 

property, without due process of law, nor deny to any 

person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the 

law"; and 

 In Roe, the Supreme Court admitted: "If . . . personhood 

[for the unborn] is established, the appellant’s case, of 

course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life is then 

guaranteed specifically by the [Fourteenth] 

Amendment..." (Roe v. Wade [410 US113 at 156-7]); and 

 Science is clear that human life begins at conception 

when a new human being is formed; and 

 The American people oppose abortion-on-demand and 

want innocent human life to be protected especially when 

it is most defenseless; and 

 It belongs to Congress to resolve the question the 

Supreme Court said IT cannot resolve; and 

 A Life at Conception Act, by declaring that unborn 

children are persons legally entitled to constitutional 

protection, will rescue millions of unborn children from 

dying by abortion-on-demand; 

Therefore: I urge you to cosponsor and cast every vote for 

a Life at Conception Act, and to do everything necessary to 

win ultimate passage in the United States Congress. 

http://www.lifenews.com/2018/05/18/president-donald-trump-defunds-planned-parenthood-will-cut-almost-60-million-in-taxpayer-funding/
http://www.lifenews.com/2018/05/18/president-donald-trump-defunds-planned-parenthood-will-cut-almost-60-million-in-taxpayer-funding/
http://nationalprolifealliance.com/rlacys_petition.aspx
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The COLORADO PRIMARY ELECTION is JUNE 26TH   --   VOTE for LIFE! 

PPCFL Advertisements – billboards, print, and radio messages – are blanketing Colorado Springs and the  

Pikes Peak area, encouraging local voters to know where each candidates stands on LIFE issues. 

Encourage YOUR neighbors to learn the candidates’ positions before they vote!  PPCFL candidate surveys 

on Life Issues can be accessed at our website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
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