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Pikes Peak Citizens for Life works to protect the innocent, helpless, vulnerable  
members of our human family – young and old, infirm and healthy, born and preborn.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 

 

Each Abortion Increases Woman’s 
Risk of Premature Death by 50% 

According to a new systematic review of over 989 
studies of deaths associated with pregnancy, “Legal 
abortion contributes to a fifty percent increased 
risk of premature death in women,” compared to 
women who have never had an abortion. 

Within the first 180 days, the risk of death from 
any cause is over twice as high following abortion 
compared to that following delivery. The risk of early 
death remains elevated for at least ten years. 

Both abortion and miscarriage are linked to 
elevated mortality rates, but the effect is more strongly 
associated with induced abortions. 

The largest portion of premature deaths following 
pregnancy loss are due to suicides, accidents, 
homicides, and some natural causes, such as 
circulatory disease, which are known to be associated 
with stress. 

The reviewers concluded that these findings are 
best explained by the psychological effects of 
pregnancy loss, which contribute to elevated levels of 
stress, substance abuse, risk taking, and self-
destructive behaviors. 

Furthermore, each exposure to abortion increases 
a woman’s risk of premature death. 

The review’s lead author, Dr. David Reardon, 
notes that the demonstrated higher rates of mortality 
following abortion directly contradict assertions 
that abortion is “safer” than childbirth. 

“That claim has always been based on comparing 
incomplete data from death certificates to an even 
more incomplete tally of deaths voluntarily reported 
by abortion providers,” he said. “It is junk in, junk out 
science. Only record linkage studies provide solid data. 
Only record linkage studies provide a common 
standard for making comparisons.” 

Reference: AfterAbortion.org, “Each Abortion Increases Woman’s 
Risk of Premature Death by 50%, New Study Reports“14 Nov 2017

Pediatricians and Medical Assn:  
Suicide Risk Nearly Double for Teen 

Girls Using Hormonal Contraceptives 

The American College of Pediatricians (ACPeds) 
and the Catholic Medical Association (CMA) are 
working together to draw attention to a recent study 
published in the American Journal of Psychiatry 
documenting an “increased risk factor of suicide - 
nearly doubled for suicide attempts and more 
than tripled for successful suicide - among 
adolescent girls who use hormonal 
contraceptives.” 

"The study should serve as a wake-up call," said 
CMA Past President Lester A. Ruppersberger, DO. 
"Hormonal contraceptives have many side effects; 
young women and their parents need to be aware 
of the alarming increase in the suicide rate among 
female adolescents who use this form of birth control". 

ACPeds noted that sexual activity– independent 
of contraceptive method - has been established as 
risk factor for increased suicide among 
adolescent girls.   

ACPeds says while more study is needed to clarify 
whether the primary cause for the increased suicide 
among adolescent girls is the use of hormonal 
contraceptives, the sexual activity itself, or both, it is 
important to recognize that hormonal contraceptives 
are associated with a much higher suicide risk.  

This has public policy 
implications, since sexual 
activity is associated with an 
increased use of hormonal 
contraceptives, and sexual 
education programs 
promoting their use may 
be placing adolescents at 
greater risk.  
 
Reference: Catholic Medical Association Press Release, “Suicide Risk 

Nearly Double… Hormonal Contraceptives” 12 Dec 2017 
 

JANUARY 

 



  Pikes Peak Citizens for Life – January 2018 – 2 

 

  
  

PPCFL Officers and Advisors 

President – Matt Niedzielski  
Vice President – Julie Bailey  
Secretary – Bernadette Johnston  
Treasurer – John Combs  
At-Large – Mark Spengler 
Newsletter – Holly Coco 
 
 Email:  contact@ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Website: www.ppcitizensforlife.org   
 Phone: 719-630-1999 
 Fax:  719-630-8880  
 
To schedule a PPCFL Presentation 

Julie Bailey (719) 630-1999 
 

PPCFL Board meets the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Come and see what we do. 

 
We’re an All-Volunteer 

Organization 
 

Join us as a volunteer!! 

Staff our office once a week. 
Assist with computer work. 

Become a PPCFL Church Contact. 
Assist with educational programs. 

Help staff our educational booths or assist 
in fundraising. 

Bring fresh ideas or “Chair” a project. 
The opportunities are never-ending. 

 

 
Pikes Peak Citizens for Life posts daily 
stories of news and inspiration on 
Facebook.  If you are not a Facebook 
“member” you can still access our page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pikes-Peak-
Citizens-for-Life/117592004967788  

 

Newsletter Available by Email 

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter 
by email rather than traditional mail?  

Sign up for “Pro-Life News” at 

www.ppcitizensforlife.org 

The President’s Corner 
The culture of death brings to us many previously unthinkable 

realities, one being “wrongful birth.” 

The latest “wrongful birth” award was to a mother in Britain for 
about $12 million. She claims she loves her disabled child and 
simultaneously holds that she would have “terminated her 
pregnancy” if she would have known of his disability.  

In 2013 a jury in the State of Washington awarded $50 million in 
a “wrongful birth” case, and a Florida couple received $4.5 million in 
a similar 2011 case.  

The problem of “wrongful birth” lawsuits has compelled nine 
states to ban them with two others considering bans.   

With euthanasia supporters pressing for the legalization of 
euthanasia for children, it does not seem like much of a stretch, given 
the reasoning of those adhering to the culture of death, that 
“wrongful birth” decisions will someday be followed by the 
killing of the person who is considered “wrongfully born.” 

Ironically, all the “wrongful birth” and euthanasia coverage in the 
general media portrays murder, either through abortion or 
euthanasia, as “compassionate” for the victim. Such is the confusion 
when reality is turned on its head by the culture of death. 

In this New Year, let us make a resolution to resist the culture of 
death on every point, especially those who assert “wrongful birth” 
and advocate for “suicide-by-doctor.” 

       

Colorado Hemlock Group Claims Credit  
for 45-55 Suicides and 300 Assists 

Formerly known as the Hemlock Society, the Colorado group 
calling itself “Compassion & Choices” is now claiming credit for 
dozens of Colorado Suicides in the first year of legalization.   C&C 
estimates that 45-55 terminally ill adults who accessed their on-line 
suicide “service” in 2017 eventually requested prescriptions to kill 
themselves.  Additionally, they claim that “nearly 300 individuals in 
Colorado” used C&C’s on-line tools to obtain information “about 
medical facilities, systems, and hospices that support the act.”  

According to the pro-suicide group: “81 health-care facilities in 
thirty Colorado communities, as well as sixteen hospices in fifteen 
towns, ‘have adopted official policies supportive of patient end-of-life 
decision-making.’ That includes large systems such as Kaiser, 
HealthOne and the University of Colorado.” 

Although death certificates are being falsified to obscure the 
“cause of death” and the actual numbers of prescribed suicides, 
the State of Colorado will release an approximate report in the 
spring of 2018 with numbers for those who “officially” requested 
and used prescriptions in accordance with Proposition 106.  

In collusion with out-of-state big-money donors, C&C (aka Hemlock 
Society) led the 2016 campaign to legalize prescription suicide. 

Ref: WestWord, Michael Roberts “45-55 Medical Aid in Dying Requests…” 14 Dec 2017 
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 Memorial Gift  
 

Received from 

Mary & Bob Payne 

in memory of their son 

 

Bobby Payne 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our thanks & blessings 

  Gift  
 

Received from 

Ann Marie Wick 
in honor her Sister & Family 

 

Mary & James Simmons 
Michael, Madeline,  

& David 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our thanks & blessings 

  Gift  
 

Received from 

Mary Jo Zkiab 

in honor of  the 

 

Capuchin Franciscans  
of the Citadel Mall  

Catholic Center 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our thanks & blessings 

 

  

A Caring Pregnancy Center of Pueblo  
brings Mobile Pregnancy Clinic to Rural Colorado 

A state-of-the-art mobile medical unit has arrived in Southern 
Colorado in an effort to reach more Colorado women who need testing 
and pregnancy support.   

For Tamra Axworthy, executive director of A Caring Pregnancy 
Center in Pueblo, the mobile outreach is a dream-come-true. She learned 
about similar mobile outreaches through Save the Storks and realized "it 
would be fantastic for Southern Colorado, especially for all the small little 
communities here." 

Clinics are being conducted in Canyon City, Fountain, Penrose, 
Trinidad, La Junta, Las Animas and Fowler. When it isn’t on the road, 
the mobile clinic is in Pueblo at the college campuses or area stores. 

“We are now taking our clinic on wheels to offer medical services to 
women and help wherever they are," Axworthy explained. 

"They can get a free pregnancy test and then, if that is positive, they 
will do an ultrasound test," said Sheri Caruso, executive director of the 
Canon City center. "They can then refer them inside for counseling, the 
boutique, educational classes and more. We offer monthly allotments of 
free baby food, formula and diapers, which is a help-up, not a handout. 

"When mothers are struggling, we want to help," Caruso said. 

The $127,000 mobile clinic has been made possible through 
volunteers mailing out funding requests, local fundraising events,  large 
private donors, and a $30,000 grant from Save the Storks,  

Ref: Pueblo Chieftain, Tracy Harmon, “A Caring Pregnancy Center of Pueblo takes mobile 
center throughout the region” 11 Dec 2017 

DOJ to Finally Investigate Planned 
Parenthood’s Commerce in Aborted Corpses 

At the recommendation of US House and Senate committees, the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has opened an official criminal 
investigation into Planned Parenthood for body-part trafficking. 

The investigation came about as a result of a series of undercover 
videos by the Center for Medical Progress that exposed the baby body 
parts trade inside the nation’s largest abortion provider. 

David Daleiden of the Center for Medical Progress praised the move, 
pointing to the undercover videos showing how Planned Parenthood 
employees callously and flippantly negotiated the price of tiny baby 
hearts, lungs, livers and brains. 

“Since then, two Congressional investigations found even deeper 
wrongdoing and confirmed that Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, several of their biggest affiliates, and multiple business partners 
broke the law in a profit-driven scheme to commodify dismembered baby 
body parts,” Daleiden said in a statement. “It is time for public officials to 
finally hold Planned Parenthood and their criminal abortion enterprise 
accountable under the law.” 

Ref: LifeNews.com, Micaiah Bilger “Justice Dept. Launches Criminal Investigation of Planned 
Parenthood for Selling Aborted Baby Parts” 8 Dec 2017 
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45th Anniversary of Roe v Wade Memorial Events 

Sunday, January 21, 1:00 pm 
Sanctity of Life Sunday 

Join the Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 
Remembrance of Roe v. Wade 1:00-
2:00 pm at the Pioneers Museum, 
217 S. Tejon in Colorado Springs.   

Hot beverages and cookies will be provided and 
an opportunity to share your pro-life witness with 
your fellow citizens for life.  

Wednesday, Feb 14 to March 25, 2018 
40 Days for Life 

Contact Michele Mason 719-659-2097 

prolifefamilyof15@gmail.com to participate. 

PPCFL Donation Letters will be mailed 

soon.  Donors of more than $250 in 2017 will 
automatically receive a letter for tax records.  To 
receive and official letter for smaller donations, 
contact John at jmrcombs@centurylink.net. 

Pikes Peak Citizens for Life 

         LifeLine 
707R North Nevada Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903    

January 2018         Vol. 12, No.1 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARCH FOR LIFE 
BALLOON LAUNCH & PRAYER VIGIL 

Monday, January 15, 2018 

 Advocate for the first, most fundamental 

human right... the RIGHT to LIFE!   

On Martin Luther King Day, join local pro-

life witnesses in the annual March for Life 

from the local Planned Parenthood at the 

3400 block of Centennial Blvd. to Corpus 

Christi Church 2318 N Cascade Ave. 

9:00-10:00am Hour of Prayer & Speakers 

10:00-10:30 Pink & Blue Balloon Release 

10:30-11:30  Procession from PP to Corpus Christi  

   (shuttles available if unable to march) 

11:30-Noon Prayer at Corpus Christi (Divine Mercy) 

Noon-1:00pm Mass with Bishop Michael Sheridan 

1:00pm  Food and Fellowship in Corpus Christi Hall 

 

mailto:prolifefamilyof15@gmail.com

